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HE following ſheets haye 
been drawn up without any 


view or deſign of entering into 


controverſy : for That I openly 
diſclaim, whatever may be ſaid or 
wrote againſt them. I have there- 
fore attacked no man perſonal- 
ly; nor would I be underſtood to 
point at any particular work which 
may have appeared in favour of 
oppoſite principles, however, in 
general, my own may tend to inva- 
lidate them. The prevailing cur- 
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rent only of heterodox tenets, which 

may endanger Chriſtianity, I mean to 
withſtand. —In order to this, I ap- 1 7 

peal to facts alone, which cannot 
deceiye, or miſlead us. I wiſh on- | 
I) to eſtabliſh, by theſe facts, the ge- 
neral doctrine and practice af the *'* 
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that it may not paſs for granted, th 
upon any man's word only, without 1 o 
further ſearch, that the Trinitarian 1 
doctrine is a Corruption of Chriſtianity; 00 
or that the devotion which is paid, 
1 to the Son of God, our Lord Jeſus Bs 
Chriſt, as God, is an Innovation in the | 
ſervice of the Chriſtian church, as it 
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has been continued down to this 


day. 
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I Hav ſcarcely quoted any mo- 

dern authority, though I might have 
named many writers of the firſt rank 
and eminence in Polemical Theology, 
in ſupport of this: for I depend upon 
nothing but ancient facts; and the 
youchers for theſe can, of courſe, 
be taken only from the original au- 
thors, who bear teſtimony of their 
own times. I have, however, been 
frequently indebted, which I ought 
to acknowledge, to Biſhop Bull, Dr. 
Vaterland, and Mr. Bingham, three 
very reſpectable advocates for the 
orthodox doctrines of the church, 
for many references to thoſe ancient 
writings, which might not otherwiſe 
have occurred to the memory with- 
out ſome aſſiſtance. 
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 Thavs taken care not to ſwell the 

pages with quotations at leggth in 

the margin ; but though they do not 

appear in their original languages, 

yet I am not aware, upon a fair 

8 examination of every paſſage, that 


any one is miſconſtrued, mutilated, 
or interpolated, to ſerve a purpoſe. 


Tuxsz Teſtimonies are chiefly ex- 
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tracts from a large collection of 
materials, which were originally in- 
tended for an Expoſition of the 4:ha- 
naſian Creed. 
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HE ſeveral writers of the ages next ſuc- 
ceeding that of the Apoſtles, who are 
commonly called the Apoſtolical Fathers, muſt 
} be allowed to be competent witneſſes of what 
was taught and done by the Apoſtles themſelves : 
as theſe likewiſe muft be allowed to have underſtood 
the meaning of their Maſter, in the directions he 
gave them, concerning the diſcipline and govern- 
ment of his Church. If they had not under- 
ſtood him aright, he would certainly have cor- 
rected their miſtaken notions, in this reſpect, 
after his reſurrection, as he did their miſconcep- 
tions of the nature of his kingdom before his 1 
death. If this degree of credit be denied to the "x 
authority of the Apoſtles, or their immediate vl 
ſucceſſors the Primitive Fathers, which 1s given = 
to writers of every other denomination, we mult bh | 
B lay i 
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tay no ſtreſs upon the teſtimony of either. Such 
a ſovereign contempt for the deciſions of the lat- 
ter, will, it 1s to be feared, tend to diminiſh the 
reverence which 1s due to the relations of the 
former; and, though it 1s not required that the 
authority of both ſhould be held equally ſacred, 
yet the oppugners of a religious eſtabliſhment, 
founded upon their concurrent evidence, carefully 
tranſmitted from one age to another, muſt be 
aware, that what rue religion would loſe by diſ- 
carding both, can be of no advantage to the 
falſe; inaſmuch as they deprive themſelves of 
the ſame ſources, from whence they endeavour to 
derive the corruptions of Chriſtianity, as they do 
us, who prove its genuineneſs from thence, Our 
deductions, indeed, are diametrically oppoſite ; 
but when it is found that the practice of the 
Church, which is matter of fact, correſponds with 
the doctrine, which, as a Church, we maintain; 
and that both join to ſupport each other, we 
cannot, by any fair reaſoning, be ſuppoſed to 
have miſunderſtood or miſinterpreted either. 

The practice and doctrine of the Primitive 
Church, during the four firſt centuries of it, are 
ſo expreſsly contradictory to the tenets of the 
modern profeſſors of the Unitarian principles, 
and do ſo clearly inculcate that worſhip of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Son of God, as God, which they 
preſume to deny, that there does not appear to 
be any ſo convincing a method of confuting their 

OY errors, 
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CENTURY THE FINKST, 3 
errors, or ſtopping the propagation of them, as 
by ſhewing that not only the ſenſe and practice, 
but the very eſtabliſhment and conſtitutions, of 
the Chriſtian Church, have, in its beſt and pureſt 
ages, been uniformly guarded againſt the inno- 
vations and corruptions, which the advocates for 
Socinian refinements would introduce. 

In one of the interviews which Jeſus had with 
his Diſciples, after he was riſen from the dead, at 
the mountain in Galilee where he had appointed 
to meet them, it is ſaid by St. Mazthew, that, 
when they ſaw him, they worſhipped him“. It is 
not likely that he, who had refuſed the homage 
which was due to a temporal king, with diſappro- 
bation, would have received the worſhip which 
was due only to the eternal Godhead, without the 
ſame marks of diſapprobation, unleſs it had been 


Matt. xxviii. 17. It is added, but ſome doubted ; that is, 
whether it were he or not. If, as is ſuppoſed, this was the 
appearance, which St. Paul mentions, to above five hundred 


brethren at once, then this doubting of ſome may be account- 


ed for. At firſt it is probable, that out of ſo great a multi- 
tude many might ſee him only at a diſtance, or in the air; for 
ſo ſome read, 1 Cor. xv. 6.—5g@0n raw; he was ſeen abowe, of 
five hundred brethren ; which gave occaſion to ſome to doubt, 
till he came nearer, as in ver. 18, and then they were ſatiſ- 
fied. But it can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed that any of the eleven 
doubted, after even the incredulous Thomas was convinced : 
it is moſt likely therefore that this appearance was in the 
preſence of a multitude ; and that the commiſſion, now given 
to the eleven, was in their hearing, for the greater confirma- 
tion of their authority over the Church, 
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4 PRTMTTIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


the decree of heaven, which was now to take 
place, that all men ſhould honor the Son, even as they 
honor the Father*! that is, by divine adoration 
and worſhip. He would not have left his diſci- 
ples in ſuch a dangerous error, without correct- 


* John, v. 22, 23. With theſe verſes the interpretation of 
the 27th and 28th is connected. Thus, ver. 22, 23, The Fa- 
ther judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto 
the Son : that all men ſhould honor the Son, even as they ho- 
nor the Father. Ver. 2. And hath given him authority to 
execute judgment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of Man: which 
ſeems to imply ſomething contradictory to the former; be- 
cauſe in his human nature he cannot be entitled to that ho- 
nor, which in his divine nature is his due. With reſpe& to 
this laſt verſe therefore there have been various opinions ad- 
vanced ; but Chry/o/tom ſeems to have removed the whole dif- 
ficulty by a little variation of the ſtopping. For if he had 
power given him to execute judgment, becauſe he was man, 
the ſame authority might be given to all men. He would 
therefore point it thus: And hath given him authority to 
execute judgment alſo [here he would put the ſtop, and re- 
move the latter part of this verſe to the next]: Becauſe he is 
the Son of Man, marvel not at this; for the hour is coming, &c. 
as if he had ſaid, What I have ſaid of the power of giving 
eternal life, and of executing judgment, let it not ſeem incre- 
dible to you, becauſe you ſee that I am a man, foraſmuch as I 
am alſo the Son of God : which will likewiſe be made manifeſt 
to you, by the reſurrection of the dead, to be performed by me.“ 
Cyril and Theophylact have approved of this punctuation: and, 
what will be of ſome weight, the Syriac interpreter has di- 
vided the verſes in the ſame manner. Ver. 27, And hath 
given him power to execute judgment. Ver. 28, That he is 
the Son of Man, marvel not, &. Upon his authority Ju- 
zius and Tremellins have adopted the ſame diviſion of the 
verſes. Vid, etiam Eraſin. in loc. 
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i va 

ing them, as Peter did Cornelius ſoon after (Acts, & 
x. 26); or as the angel in the Revelation did the | 
Apoſtle, who had probably miſtaken him for the 9 


Lord Jeſus - See thou do it not; I am thy fellow- 
ſervant : worſhip God. Rev. xix. 10.—But, in- 
ſtead of this, he is ſo far from diſcouraging them 
in their expreſſions of adoration to his perſon, as 
God, ſuch as they were taught to pay to God 
alone, that he rather gives them the reaſon why 
they ſhould now think him entitled to it. A i 
power is given unto me in heaven and earth. The 
time is come when I had determined to aſſert 


= 


openly my inherent right to that divine worſhip, ; 
which, as mediator, I choſe not to aſſert before. % 
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But now my commiſſion, which I came into the 
world to execute, muſt devolve upon you, and 
upon your ſucceſſors, in the adminiſtration of 
their ſeveral offices in my ſpiritual kingdom, the 
Church, which is to be henceforward eſtabliſhed 
in my name throughout the world. As my fa- 
ther hath ſent me, ſo now ſend 1 you. 
By virtue of this, which is my own authority, 
I give it you in charge, that whenever you ad- 
mit any into the Church by the ſolemn rite of | 
| baptiſm, which I have appointed as the mode of 5 
; 


initiation to be obſerved unto the end of the 
world, let it be adminiſtered in the name of the 


This is added by the $;riac interpreter to verſe 18, but 45 
33 88 . . 7 7 
it is not found in any of the Greek or Latin copies. git 

B 3 Father, 9 
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ih PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt “, 
Jointly and equally ; for none but ſuch a form, 
expreſſive of a right faith in the nature of the 
three perſons in the Godhead, will avail for the 
claims and privileges of the true Chriſtian. 


Accordingly we find that, as ſoon as the Apoſ- 
tles began to baptize, it was in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus (Acts, viii. 16.). And St. Paul 
afterwards, to ſhew the inefficacy of it in any 
other name than that 'of the Divinity, aſks the 
Corinthians (1 Cor.), Were ye baptized in the 
name of Paul? He diſclaims ſuch an imputation, 
as impious and heretical ; and yet, had he ac- 
counted Jeſus as no more than a creature, and 
conſequently not a fit object of adoration, where 
would have been the difference, whether the bap- 
tiſm had been adminiſtered in his name, or that 
of Apollos, or Cepbas, or Paul? But, by his laying 
the whole ſtreſs upon their being baptized in the 
name of Chriſt only, and not of his miniſters, 
though they be the chiefeſt of them, he points 
out to them, moſt plainly, that the holy ſervice, 
to which they were dedicated by that ſacred ordi- 
nance, could be the proper claim of none other 


- Banlicoes £66 T9 votes baptizantes 77 onen, non n 
nomine. Eis hic notat finem; & baptizari in nomen ali— 
cujus, eſt illi conſecrari ad cultum; ut quis ab illo, tanquam 
ſuo domino, denominatur, ejuſque ſervitio ſe totum addicat, 
ficut percipitur ex verbis Pauli, 1 Cor i. 12, Paſoris Lex, 
in voc. o. 

but 
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but of God, and of their Redeemer, as God. No 
man, not the beſt and greateſt of men—not a 
faint on earth, nor an angel in heaven—can be 
entitled to that entire, unlimited devotion of our- 
ſelves, of ſoul and body, which is promiſed on 
our parts, and which is implied in the very ex- 
preſſion, when we are baptized into the name of 
Chriſt. The rite itſelf was always underſtood, both 
among Jews and Chriſtians, to mean a covenant 
entered into with a perſon, as God ; into the faith, 
ſervice, and worſhip of him, as the true God. 
Who ſhall uſurp this authority, or who ſhall 
transfer it to another? It is ſchiſmatical; it is 
heretical. St. Paul condemned it upon this prin- 
ciple more eſpecially, That it exalted the human 
guide into a divine teacher; or degraded the di- 
vine teacher to a level with a human guide. 

We learn the nature of this baptiſmal cove- 
nant, or what is required on our part, as well as 
what is promiſed on God's, from what paſſed be- 
tween Philip and the eunuch, whom he had in- 
ſtructed in the firſt elements of the Chriſtian 
faith: for upon the eunuch's aſking him, after 
this, What doth hinder me to be baptized? (Acts 
viii. 36.) he told him the chief requiſite upon 
which he might receive the privilege; it was an 
unfeigned faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt from the 
heart, and an open confeſſion of it with the mouth, 
The eunuch underſtood the great article of faith 
which Philip meant, for hehad learned it from the 

B 4 ſcripture, 
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3 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


ſcripture, which had juſt before been explained to 
him; and accordingly breaks out into that ſolemn 
acknowledgment of the divinity of the Saviour, 
1 believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God; and, 
as ſuch (as the Jews themſelves always underſtood 
it) of the ſame nature with God*. Into this faith 
he was accordingly baptized ; for this 1s the true 
faith, whereby we muſt be ſaved : there is no other 
name under heaven given unto men, by which they 
can hope for ſalvation ; for none but God could 
give it ; and none but the Son of God, as God, 
could have procured it for us. 

So conſtant and uniform was the practice of 
the Apoſtles to baptize in the name of Chriſt, 
that there were ſome who concluded, from thoſe 
ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture where it is record- 
edf (ſo far were they from excluding him from 
this divine honor), that it was ſufficient to give 
baptiſm only in the name of the Lord. But St. 


Bafil has anſwered this, and given us the ſenſe of 


the Church at that time. He ſays, that in all 
thoſe places, though the name of Chriſt only was 
mentioned, yet the whole Trinity was under- 
ſtood ;” which he confirms from ſimilar expreſ- 


* Ut enim preſcripſit ipſa natura hominem credendum 
eſſe, qui ex homine fit ; ita eadem natura præſeribit et Deum 
credendum eſſe qui ex Deo fit. Nowat. cap. xi. 

+ Acts, viii. 16. They were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, Acts, x, 48. Peter commanded them to be bap- 
tized in the name of the Lord Jeſus. Acts, xix. 5. They 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus: 

ſions 


= «ot 
AY 3 bp 
3 


ES. EN 
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ſions concerning the Holy Ghoſt (1 Cor. xii. 13. ) 1 

By one ſpirit we are all baptized into one body. 5 

] And (Acts, i. v.) Ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy 9 
Se. © where the Apoſtles ſeem only to make 9 
mention of the Holy Ghoſt in baptiſm, and omit | 1 
both the Father and the Son; but, ſays he, no , 1 

one may conclude from hence, that that baptiſm 1 

is perfect, wherein the Holy Ghoſt alone is named. i 

For the tradition ought to remain inviolable, 40 
which was given by the quickening grace; mean- * 

1 


ing the form of baptizing given by the command 
of Chriſt, Matt. xxviii.“ Upon which he con- 
cludes, * that as we believe in the Father, and in 
the Son, and in the Holy Ghoſt, ſo we are bap- 
tized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt *.“ 

St. Ambroſe was of the ſame opinion: © He 
that is bleſſed in Chriſt,” ſays he, © is bleſſed in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe the name 1s one, and the 
power one F.” Thus Didymus, an early writer 
of the Church, comments upon it: * Who will 
not from hence conclude the equality of the Sa- 
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cred Trinity, ſeeing there is but one faith in the | 
; Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as baptiſm is mi- 15 
niſtred in the name of all three?“ 5 


* Baſil de Spirit. Sanct. c. xii. 
+ Ambroſ. de Sp. Sanct. 1. i. c. iii. 
+ De Sp. Sanct. 1, ii. inter Op. Hieron, vol. vi. 
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10 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


But long before Baſil's or Ambroſe's time, who 
were cotemporaries; even ſo early as the ancient 
writer of the Recognitions, aſcribed to Clemens Ro- 
manus, who lived within this century, it is men- 
tioned, as their cuſtom, that men were bap- 
tized under the appellation of the Triple Myſte- 
7y*,” And again, © by invocating the name 
of the Bleſſed Trinity f.“ From whence we can- 
not but obſerve, that the three perſons were then 


© conſidered as equal by nature; and that the ſame 


divine homage, as the ſervice implied, was paid 
to all alike, The ſenſe of this can no more be 
miſtaken, than that of our bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf : an invocation implies divinity ; and divini- 
ty will not admit of greater or leſs, 

St. Cyprian derives this practice of the Church 
from the firſt inſtitution : © for,” ſays he, © the 
Lord, after his reſurrection, taught his diſciples 
after what manner they ſhould baptize, when he 
ſaid, Go teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt; where he delivered the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, unto which myſtery or ſa- 
crament the nations were to be baptized.” Ac- 
cordingly the Apoſtolical Canons order © every 
Biſhop and Preſbyter, that ſhall preſume to bap- 
tize any other way than according to the com- 


Clem. Rom. Recognit. I. vi. c. ix. 
T6, 4 Hi. c. Ixviii. 
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mand of the Lord, in the name of the Fa- 4 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to be depoſ- : 1 
ed *.” And though theſe canons were not, as * 
the name would imply, and as ſome have ſup- © 
poſed, drawn up by the Apoſtles themſelves, yet AY 
doubtleſs they were very ancient; and perhaps, 4 
as Biſhop Beveridge ſurmiſes F, might be a col- 2 
lection of the canons of the Church, made at 1 


different times, by different councils, from the 
beginning to that of Nice. For this council fre- 
quently cites them as Antient Laws Canons of 
the Fathers Eccleſiaſtical, and even Apoſtolical 
Canons. | | 

The author of the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions 
(whether it was Clemens, or any other, it matters 
not, for they are replete with uſeful information 
concerning the diſcipline of the Church at this 
time) has given us the form of benediction over 
the catechumens, immediately addreſſed to Chriſt, 
* whoſe truth endures for ever, whom infants 
praiſe, and ſucklings bleſs, and angels celebrate 
and adore .“ To which form Chryſoſtom often 
refers, as one of the public prayers of the 
Churchh. It concludes, © To thee belongs 
olory, honor, and adoration; and by thee to thy 
Father, in the Holy Spirit, world without end.” 
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* Canon. Apoſt. c. 49. 5 
+ Vid. Bever. Vindic. Canon. 11 
＋ Apoſt. Conſtit. 1. viii. c. 6. "70 


$ Vid. Chryſ. Hom, xviit. in 2 Cor. 
From 
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I2 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


From whence Tertullian argues, upon another oc- 
caſion, what an abſurdity is it to cry out, 
ce world without end,“ to others beſides Chriſt 
his God “!“ 


In the form of prayer for conſecrating the water 


in baptiſm, which the-author of the Conſtitutions 
has given us, the prieſt, after bleſſing and praiſ- 
ing the Lord God Almighty, the Father of the 
only begotten Son, next adores the only begotten 
Son himſelf; and for him gives thanks to the Fa- 
ther, that he took upon him to die for all men 
upon the croſs. 

Theſe teſtimonies ſurely are abundantly ſuf- 
ficient to prove, that the form of baptizing, 
which was at firſt delivered by Chriſt, was pre- 
ciſely obſerved by the Apoſtles, and after them 
by the general conſent and practice of the 
Church; and that this form, thus eſtabliſhed, was 
underſtood to confirm the divinity of each per- 
ſon in the Godhead, and his worſhip. —But of 
this we ſhall ſee more in the following times. 

This, which is called the compendium of their 
faith, was the foundation of that religious wor- 
ſhip which was henceforward paid to the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, as well as to the Father, in their moſt 
ſolemn addreſſes to heaven, both public and pri- 
vate. For I ſhall only argue from their prac- 


tice, which cannot be miſtaken; not from their 
* Tertul, de Spectac. c. 25, + Conſt, I. vii. c. 43. 


doctrine, 
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doctrine, which, however _— has been miſ. 
interpreted. 


Within leſs than a year after our Saviour's 
death, when the firſt martyr, St. Stephen, was 
pouring forth his innocent ſou] unto death for the 
teſtimony of Jeſus, and for the word of his truth, 
juſt before the fatal blow came which put an end 
to his life, he was heard to utter two ſhort eja- 
culations, or prayers ; one for himſelf Lord Je- 
ſus, receive my ſpirit IH and the other in behalf of 
his murderers Lord, lay not this fin to their charge 
— both addreſſed to the Lord Jeſus : the one, be- 
cauſe he believes him to be in heaven, and ready 
to receive his departing ſoul; the other, becauſe 
he believes him to be God, who could forgive 
their fin. Without ſuch a belief, he muſt be 
ſuppoſed, in the moſt awful moment, to trifle 
both with himſelf, and his God : for he would 
have commended his ſoul, the moſt important 
truſt, to one who could not ſave; and he would 
have mocked God, by robbing him of his pre- 
rogative, who alone can forgive fin *. 

Chry/oftom, 


* Invoking and ſaying—this 1s the literal verſion of the 
words SID X24 AEYOIT&A, the name of God not being in 
the original. Nevertheleſs ſuch a ſolemn prayer to Chriſt, 
in which a departing ſoul is thus ſolemnly committed into 
his hands, is ſuch an act of worſhip, as we cannot believe 
any good man would have paid to a mere creature. —Biſhop 
Burnet on the Articles, p. 48, juſtly obſerves, that Stephen 
here worſhips Chrift, in the very ſame manner in which 

Chriſt 
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14 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 

Chryſaſtom, whoſe eloquent pen is never more Fe 
eloquent than upon this ſubject, puts it into the 1 
mouths of St. Stephen's accuſers, that “ he wor- EY. 
ſhipped a god that was buried, and preached a Cl 
creator ſhut up in a tomb : that he whetted his ſo 
tongue, and ſtretched it out againſt God him- . 
ſelf, and ſet up one that is dead as an anti- god ” 
to the great Creator of the world *. St. Chry- Y 
ſaſtom plainly underſtood, by this, that Stephen 1 

did worſhip Chriſt, and that he worſhipped him iy 
as the true God. 8 

About two years after this, when Ananias, one A 
of the Seventy, was directed by Chriſt in a vi- p 
fion to enquire for Paul, who was juſt then be- , 
come a convert to the Chriſtian faith, he pleads 
againſt being ſent upon ſuch an errand to ſuch | 
a man; that he was a bitter perſecutor of all his 
diſciples, wherever he could find them; and that 
he had, at that inſtant, received authority from 
the chief prieſts to bind all that call on his name. 

Acts, 1x. 14. By which he meant to diſtinguiſh 
the character of true believers, as thoſe whoſe 
practice it was to worſhip Chriſt as their God. 
Chriſt had but a little while before worſhipped his Father on 
the croſs. Daddridge in loc.— The Biſhop adds, From this it 
is evident, that if Chriſt was not the true God, and equal to 
the Father, then this protomartyr died in two acts that ſeem 
not only idolatrous, but alſo blaſphemous ; ſince he wor— 
ſhipped Chriſt in the ſame acts in which Chriſt had wor- 
ſhipped his Father.” Ib. | 
* Chryſoſt. Orat. in 8. Steph. tom. vi. p. 276. 
8 For 
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For that this was his meaning by the expreſſion, 
and not merely the being called by his name, is 
evident, becauſe they were not as yet called 
Chriſtians; and therefore 1t could not mean, as 
ſome critics would underſtand it, thoſe who were 
named by the name of. Chriſt, but thoſe who 
invoked, or worſhipped him, before that charac- 
ter was known in the world: for that, we are 
told, begun at Antioch, after St. Paul's conver- 
ſion. Acts, xi. 26.— St. Peter had quoted the ſame 
expreſſion (Acts, ii. 21.) from the prophet Joel, 
and applied it to the days of Chriſt; where there 
can be no doubt but invocation is to be under- 
ſtood, and that in prayer to the Supreme Being, 
as the means of being ſaved from impending de- 
ſtruction. 

Accordingly, when St. Paul himſelf afterwards 
directs his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, among whom 
he had for nearly two years been preaching the 
Chriſtian faith, and had raiſed and planted a 
Church there, compoſed both of Jewiſh and 
Gentile converts, he inſcribes it unto the Church 
of God, which is at Corinth; to them that are 
ſandtiſed in Chriſt Feſus, called to be Saints; with 
all that in every place call upon the name of Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and ours. 1 Cor. i. 2*. 

By 


* Though Dr. Hammond would tranſlate this phraſe, in this 
place, paſſively, as if it meant only called by the name, yet 
he is elſewhere forced, as the context requires, to under- 


ſtand 
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16 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


By theſe diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics he explaing l 
what he means by a true Chriſtian; it is one \ 
who is ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, as all Chriſtians \ 
are, who are by baptiſm dedicated and devoted V 
to him and his ſervice; it is one whoſe internal 3 
ſanctity anſwers to his external profeſſion; it is / 
one who calls on the name of Chriſt Jeſus our 7 
Lord; who prays to him, as well as addreſſes the c 
Father in his name, as the common head and | t 
Lord of all, whether they be Jews or Gentiles*, 3 
0 

g 

0 

] 


— 


And if prayer was wont to be made to him, it 
was for this good purpoſe, that a benediction 


might be obtained from him, even grace and peace 
from God the Father, and from the Lord Jeſus 


Cbrift ; that ſummary of all bleſſings which hea- 
ven can beſtow, or man can aſk, Had it been 


ſtand it actively, as in Rom. x. 13—MWhoſcever ſhall call upon 

the name of the Lord, that is, prays to Chriſt as he ought, Hall nM 

be /aved ; by which, no doubt, the invocation of Chriſt is 

made the condition of obtaining ſalvation through him : and 

it is equally plain, that, to call on the name of the Lord, com- 

prehends every act of religious worſhip; to direct our pray- 

ers to him, and to implore his help. Vid. Bull's Prim. and | | 

Apoſ. Trad. p. 33 and 35. See alſo Mpitby on 1 Cor. i. 2. | 

To this we may add, that, when the expreſſion is uſed, wwe are 

called by thy name, the manner 1s very different ; as, in Jer, 

xiv, 8. the Septuagint has it, 90a o8 iTxixAnTH £0 ,? 

literally, thy name is called upon us. And Acts, xv. 17. | 
* 'This is the interpretation Abro/e puts upon the ex- 

preſſion, both theirs and ours; applying the one to the Jews, 

and the other to the Gentiles: Cam Judais weris jungit & 

gentes. Vid, etiam Eraſm. in loc, | 


unlawful 
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CENTURY THE FIRST, 17 


unlawful to offer up ſuch prayers, the Apoſtle 


would have corrected this error, as he did others, 


which he wrote to them about: I beſeech you by 
the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye be per- 
fetly joined together in the ſame mind, and in the 
ſame judgment : or, had it run counter to the ge- 
neral practice of the Church, he would have con- 
demned it, as he did another ſchiſmatical innova- 
tion Me have no ſuch cuſtom, neither the church 
of God, But the church of God, and they that call 
on the name of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, are, in his 
addreſs to them, the ſame; who, as ſuch, were 
entitled to that grace and peace from God the 
Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which, 
as the ſervant of God, he prays may be their lot ; 
even the greateſt of all heavenly bleſſings, to be 
derived from God the Father, and God the Son, 
equally and jointly. 

Many more inſtances of this kind might be 
given, eſpecially from St. Paul's preaching and 
epiſtles, where true believers and true chriſtians, 
by which is meant collectively the Church, are 
characterized by ſuch as call on the name of the 
Lord Jeſus; by which their mode of worſhip is 
ſufficiently denoted. But I ſhall add only one 
evidence more from the ſcriptures, which might 


* Ut ſenſus fit, A Patre pariter atque a Filio pacem profi- 
ciſci, ſays Eraſmus, 


C alone 


18 * . I g 3 1 8 n 9 8 
„ 3 . or 


i'y 
7 


4 bt 
2 Ss _ 


— - 
2 F 
n 


fb Bat 
1 


Gr 


_— OE PIN — 

5 ks SS. 2 

2 * 2 
3 


—— oY & af 
ww. 2 by 'y . 


— — 
aw _Y 
wt > 


22 


— — . 
8 — — 
— ũ — — — ren on ny Am ** 
— * 207 an — i — 
*% 


—— 


8 


r 


= 
4 
4 
1 


T4 — — 
— „ wo ks th. 2 * 
— — 
mats... Wee ro is 


13 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


alone have been alleged in full proof of the uni- 
verſal practice, as well as doctrine, of the Apoſ- 
tolical Church. In the Revelation of St. John, 
the whole church in heaven and earth is repre- 
ſented in ſolemn acts of adoration, offered up to 
the Lamb with ſeven horns, and ſeven eyes; that is, 


W1 


ith perfect power and perfect wiſdom, who is 


ſeated on the ſame throne with his Father, equal 


in 


dignity as in nature; one part of which divine 


homage is ſung by the Church; another by the 
Church and the Angels; and the third * every 
creature in heaven and on earth. 


Rev. ch. v. ver. 8 — And when be had taken the 


book, the four beaſts, and four-and-twenty elders, fell 
down before the Lamb, having every one of them 
harps, and gold vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of ſaints. Some underſtand by the four 
beaſts, or rather, as it ſhould be tranſlated, the liv- 
ing creatures*, the chriſtian church in the four 
corners of the world, or the whole body of the 


fai 


thful; others think they are hieroglyphical re- 


preſentations of the Angelic nature. But by the 
Elders are undoubtedly meant the choir of hum- 
ble worſhippers in the temple of God; whence 
it has been conjectured, that the Elders are ſym- 


bo 


Is of the old, and the creatures of the new 


* Mr. Mede and others have tranſlated it anima/a. 
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church triumphant in Heaven. They both 
however, whatever we underſtand by them as 
chriſtian people, fall down in humble reverence 
and adoration before the Lamb, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the object of their worſhip ; and 
that, not in an inferior kind of worſhip, as ſome 
would diſtinguiſh it, but in the poſture of moſt 
profound adoration in a devout proſtration of 
their bodies before his holy preſence, with the ſa- 
cred inſtruments of praiſe, which are ſignified by 
the harps; and with the conſecrated odours of in- 
cenſe, which denoted their prayers. If then both 
prayers and praiſes were offered up unto Jeſus by 
the church, what more ſolemn worſhip could be 
directed to God the Father? and if he were enti- 
tled to the ſame worſhip as the Father, it is be- 
cauſe he is partaker of the ſame nature; or elſe 
we mult ſuppoſe that the whole chriſtian church 
are inſtructed to become 1dolaters. f 
The doxology, or divine hymn, which was thus 

begun by the church to the honor of Chriſt, is 
in the ſecond part carried on by the Angels Ver. 
II, And 1 beheld, and 1 heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne, and the beaſts, and 
the elders :—Ver. 12, Saying, with @ loud voice, 


Taylor, in his Hebrew Concordance, in vocem Cherubim, 
has with great probability ſuppoſed, that, in the Apocalypſe, 
the Cherubim repreſent the people or body of the Church of 
God; as the twenty-four E/ders repreſent the Miniſters of 
the Church, 
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PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 


power, 


and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrengtb, and 


honor, and glory, and bleſſing. In this the angels 
acknowledge, as the church had done, the infi- 
nite merits of the Lord Jeſus, the Saviour and 
Redeemer of the world, who, as ſuch, is worthy 
of all the homage and ſervice which the hoſts of 


heaven 


can give him, throughout the endleſs ages 


of eternity. 

This tribute of divine worſhip, thus begun by 
the church, and carried on by the angels, as con- 
ſtituting one aſſembly, is finiſhed by the voice of 
the whole creation—Ver. 13, And every creature 
zwhich is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 


earth, 


and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are 


in them, heard I ſaying, bleffing, and honor, and 


glory, a 


throne, 


nd power, be unto him that ſitteth upon the 
end unto the Lamb, for ever and ever.— 


Here the two perſons in the Godhead, Father and 
Son, are diſtinguiſhed from each other, as they 


bore d1 


tion. 


ſtinct parts in the ceconomy of our ſalva- 
But the very ſame degree of religious wor- 


ſhip, the ſame honor and glory, are in the ſame 
words (as before, ch. iv. ver. 11.) aſcribed unto 


him th 
Lamb, 
ſignify 


at ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
the partner of his throne and dignity ; to 
that their eſſence is the ſame, and that 


they worſhipped and glorified one and the ſame 
God for ever and ever; equally divine and equally 


eternal. 


The 
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The whole is cloſed by the Church, as it be- 
gun, with the loweſt proſtration before the ever- 
laſting Godhead. Ver. 14, And the four beaſts 
ſaid, Amen. ſo be it. And the four-and-twenty 
elders fell down, and worſhipped Him that liveth for 
ever and ever, in teſtimony of their concurrence 
in thoſe religious addreſſes, which the full choir 
of the redeemed have joined to ſend up as incenſe 
to their glorious Redeemer. May we devoutly 
exerciſe ourſelves in the ſame religious addreſſes 
to the honor and glory of our God and Saviour, 
with his church militant here on earth, that we 
may be duly qualified to join in them with the 
angelic hoſt, when we ſhall be admitted into the 
church triumphant in Heaven! | 


Such 1s the evidence which the Scriptures afford 
us; and we cannot want ſtronger or greater, to 
prove that this was the conſtant practice of the 
church in the age of the Apoſtles ; eſpecially, as 
this laſt inſtance 1s recorded by him, who in the 
laſt chapter of his Revelation tells us, that an 
Angel had rejected with abhorrence the offer he 
made of falling down to worſhip him, becauſe he 
was his fellow-ſervant, and directed him to wor- 
| ſhip God only; for that to pay it to any other 
was to wrong God, who 1s a jealous God, and 
will not give his honor to another. But the ſame 
homage had been refuſed before, and upon the 
ſame grounds, Might it not be, as ſome have 
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T2 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


conjectured, that the Apoſtle miſtook the Angel, 
who ſhewed him theſe things, for the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in ſuch an aſſumed appearance, and there- 
fore fell down to worſhip him? Moſt aſſuredly he 
did not mean to be guilty of idolatry : the Angel 
underſtood that he would be, if he perſiſted in 
this devotion ; and yet he knew that it had been 
paid to the only-begotten Son of God, by the 
glorious inhabitants of Heaven : the conſequence 
is plain, that he was lawfully worſhipped as God. 


I cannot conclude this Century better than 
with a reflection of Biſhop Bull's, very much to 
our purpoſe. 


« Our ſacred ſcriptures declare, and we pro- 
feſs to believe, a Meſſiah, or Chriſt, who is the Sa- 
viour of our ſouls; who is to us wiſdom and juſ- 
tification, and ſanctification, and redemption ; who 
hears the prayers of all that call upon his holy 
name, and therefore is omnipreſent and omniſci- 
ent, and knows the hearts; who is with his 
church throughout the world, defends and pro- 
tects it, that neither the powers of the earth nor 
the gates of hell can prevail againſt it; who is 
placed on the throne with his Father, and ſits there 
to be worſhipped and adored by men, and Angels, 
and Archangels, and all the hoſt of Heaven, with 
divine worſhip and adoration ; and who at the 
end of the world, ſhining in immenſe glory and 
majeſty, ſurrounded with Angels, his Miniſters, 
ſhall come to judge the world ; not only all the 

actions 
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actions, but all the ſecrets of the hearts of men; 

ſhall bring them to light, awarding his enemies 

to eternal darkneſs, and rewarding his faithful ſer- 

vants with eternal glory. Can any one leſs than 

God do this ? or could it ever have been faid of 
any one, who was not God?” Bp. Bull. Jud. 
Eccleſ. Cath, p. 12, 
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N this age of the chriſtian church, immedi- 

L ately after that of the Apoſtles, their ſucceſ- 
ſors in the Miniſtry, whom they themſelves had 
appointed before they died, took care to follow 
the ſteps of their inſpired teachers, both in the 
doctrine they preached, and in the practice they 
inculcated. Accordingly we find, that the ſame 
form of divine worſhip to Chriſt, as God, is 
faithfully continued : indeed the inſtitution was 
now become {ſo univerſal, throughout the body 
of chriſtians, as 1t was copied from the divine 
Original, that as St. Paul concludes his ſecond 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians with this ſolemn invo- 
cation, © The grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, be with you all ;”” ſo Clemens, called 
Romanus, who was companion and diſciple of St. 
- Pecer; 
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26 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


Peter, and according to the compiler of the 
Apoſtolic Conſtitutions * was ordained Biſhop of 
Rome by him, as Linus was by St. Paul, finiſhes 
his Epiſtle to the ſame church of Corinth in the 
ſame manner: The grace of our Lord Jeſus 
be with you, and with all who have been called 
every where by God, and through him ; by whom 
(or, as he elſewhere expreſſes it, with whom) be 
unto him glory, honor, power, majeſty, and 
dominion, from everlaſting'to everlaſting.” That 
St. Paul meant this as an invocation to God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and not merely a 
general wiſh to beſtow upon them the ſpiritual 
bleſſings he hopes to obtain for them from above, 
is certain, from the common ſeal of prayers being 
affixed to it Amen: and the learned commen- 


tator upon the Epiſtle of Clemens has obſerved, in 


his Notes upon the 20th chapter , that the dox- 
ology which is frequently uſed by this Apoſtolic 
Father, and was borrowed from St. Paul, is evi- 
dently in ſuch a ſtyle, when applied to Chriſt, as it 
would be the height of blaſphemy and impiety 
to apply to any other being than to the true 
God: © But eſpecially to us, who flee to his 
mercy, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; to whom 
be glory, and majeſty, for ever and ever. Amen.” 
But, in truth, the very ſame form of prayer 1s 


Lib. vii. c. 47. 
+ Clement. Ep. 1. ed. Wotton, in Not, Cap. xx. 


found 
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found in the Liturgies of all chriſtian churches, 


from the earlieſt ages. 
Ignatius was another diſciple of the Apoſtles ; 


for though it may not be ſo certain, as ſome . 


have ſuppoſed, that he ſaw our Saviour (Chry- 
ſoſtom ſays he did not“), yet was he intimately 
converſant with St. Peter and St. Paul, and in- 
ſtructed, more particularly, by St. John. Euſe- 
bius tells us}, that when Ignatius came to Smyrna, 
on his way to Rome, he wrote an Epiſtle to the 
church at Epheſus ; another to that in Magnaſia; 
another to that at Trallium; and a fourth to the 
church at Rome. Then, removing from Smyrna 
to Troas, he diſpatched two more from thence, 
one to the church at Philadelphia, and the other 
to the church of Smyrna; and the laſt he wrote 
more privately to his fellow- pupil, Polycarp. 
Theſe ſeven therefore we may ſafely look upon 
as genuine; however ſome others, under his 
name, may be called in queſtion. 

In the ſalutation of the Epiſtle to the Ephe- 
ſians, he uſes almoſt St, Paul's words, but in a 


remarkable manner; calling them © ele& by 


the will of the Father, and of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
God:” and in the Epiſtle to the Romans, in 
fame ſtyle, © Suffer me to be the imitator 
of the paſſion of Chriſt, my God .““ In 


* Chryſoſt. Hom, in Ignat. tom. i. p. 508, 

＋ Eccleſ. Hiſt. I. iii. c. 36. | 

J Ep. ad Rom. F. vi. 
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28 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


this Epiſtle likewiſe he exhorts the Romans to 
pray to Chriſt for him; as St. Paul often does 


in his Epiſtles *. He begins his letter to the 


Church of Smyrna in the religious ſtrain of 
thankſgiving : © I glorify Jeſus Chriſt, the God.” 

When the Emperor pronounced his final ſen- 
tence upon him, that he ſhould be ſent to Rome, 
there to be devoured by wild beaſts, he directed 
his praiſes to Chriſt for ſuch a decree: © I thank 
thee, O Lord, that thou haſt condeſcended thus 
perfectly to honor me with thy love, and haſt 
thought me worthy, with thy Apoſtle Paul, to be 
bound in iron chainsF.” This account was pro- 
bably written by Philo and Agatbopus, the two 
Deacons who accompanied the Martyr from 
Antioch to Rome, and were preſent during the 
whole time of his martyrdom. And can we ſup- 
poſe that they would have repreſented their ve- 
nerable Biſhop and teacher as an idolater, if it 
had then been accounted 1dolatry to offer up 
their prayers to Chriſt? Or can we ſuppoſe 
that ſo pious a ſufferer for the truth's ſake would 
have ſet ſo dangerous an example, in his laſt mo- 
ments, to thoſe whoſe ſouls he held ſo dear to him? 
And yet, when he was come to Rome, with all 
the ſolemnity that could be expreſſed by one who 
was preparing to meet his judge at his heavenly 
tribunal, he joined with the brethren, whom 


+ Ep. ad Rom. 5 4. 
+ Act. Martyr. 5. 7. 
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CENTURY THE SECOND. 29 


he found there, in the moſt exalted ſpirit of 
prayer, heartily recommending the ſtate of the 
church to the care and protection of his bleſſed 
Saviour: * And fo, all the brethren kneeling 
down, he prayed to the Son of God in behalf of 
the churches*.”” As before, on his way to Rome, 
ſtill perſiſting in his pious addreſſes to Chriſt, he 
prays that now, as God's own corn, he might be 
ground between the teeth of the wild beaſts, and 
become white bread for his heavenly maſterF : 
and, at the place of execution, * glorifying our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, through whom, and with 
whom, to the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
power and glory, in the holy Church throughout 
all ages. Amen.“ 

St. Paul, in thirteen of his Epiſtles, prays for 
grace and peace from God the Father, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and St. John the ſame in his 
ſecond Epiſtle; ſo does Polycarp, who was a diſ- 
ciple of St. John, in his Epiſtle to the Philip- 
plans, join God the Father and the Son together, 


* Act. Martyr. § 12. 

+ Ad. Rom. 5 4. c 

＋ AQ. Martyr. ad finem.—Socrates in his Eccleſ. Hiſt. 1. vi. 
c. 8, has told us, that Ignatius ſaw a viſion, wherein he heard 
the angels, with alternate hymns, clebrating the honor of the 
Holy Trinity; and that, in imitation of this, he inſtituted 
the method of antiphonal hymns in the church of Antioch, 
which afterwards became of general uſe in the whole chriſ- 
tian church, 
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30 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANIT . 

in his ſupplication to Heaven for grace and be- ; 

nediction; for thus that Epiſtle begins: Mercy 

and peace from God Almighty, and from the | 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, be multiplied unto | | 

you:“ and again, in $ 12, © The God and Fa- | 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Jeſus Chriſt | 


himſelf, the eternal High Prieſt, the Son of God, 
build you up in faith and truth.” And to ſhew 
how much he was in earneſt, in recommending 
that ſame faith in Jeſus Chriſt, which he pro- 
feſſed himſelf, at the awful moment of his mar- 
tyrdom, which happened about ſixty years after 
Fnatius's, when it is not to be conceived that he 
would diſſemble, he concludes his laſt prayer at 
the ſtake with this ſolemn doxology : © O Lord 
God Almighty, I praiſe thee, I bleſs thee, I glo- 
rify thee, together with the eternal and hea- 
venly Jeſus Chriſt, thy beloved Son ; with whom 
be all glory to thee and the Holy Spirit, both 
now, and for ever, world without end. Amen“.“ 
9 And his church of Smyrna, in the circular 

Epiſtle to all Chriſtians, following his example, 

prays, © that mercy, peace, and love may be mul- 


tiplied to them from God the Father, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt f.“ They add, in another part, 
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te that they could not leave Chriſt, and worſhip, 
or pray to any other“.“ 

After the death of Polycarp, the church of 
Smyrna wrote this circular letter to the churches 
of Pontus, to give them an account of his mar- 
tyrdom : and, among other memorable occur- 
rences that attended and followed the execution 
of the martyr, they mention a remarkable one, 


much to our purpoſe, which was, That, after he 


was dead, many of the Chriſtians were deſirous 
of getting the remains of his body, in order to 
have buried them decently and honorably ; but 
were prevented by a ſuggeſtion of ſome Jews, 
who prevailed upon the proconſul not to ſuffer 
them to carry away the body of the martyr, leſt 
they ſhould deſert their crucified maſter, and 
henceforth worſhip Polycarp in his ſtead. This 
they did, ſay they, not conſidering how impoſſi- 
ble it is that we ſhould either forſake the wor- 
ſhip of Chriſt, who ſuffered for the ſalvation of 
all thoſe who are ſaved in the whole world, or 
that we ſhould worſhip any other. For we wor- 
ſhip him, as being the Son of God, not a mere 
man; but the martyrs we only love, as they de- 
ſerve, for their great affection to their King and 
Maſter, and as the diſciples and followers of 
their Lord, whoſe partners and fellow-diſciples 
we wiſh to bef.” And then they conclude their 


* Vid. Act. Polycarp. ap. Aſſer. p. 27. 
t Act. Mar. 5 17, Evil 
FEpiſtle, 
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Epiſtle, © We wiſh you, brethren, farewel in 
1 the Lord, walking in the word of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Wo | according to his goſpel, with whom be glory to 
a God the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt“. 

This is the inconteſtible teſtimony of a Church 
planted by St. John himſelf, who placed Poly- 
carp there, to prove that they paid divine wor- 
ſhip to Chriſt, as the Son of God, in excluſion 
of every creature, however eminent or deſerv- 
ing: and it is ſo much the more valuable in this 
caſe, not only becauſe it is ſo plain and expli- 
cit, but becauſe it is ſo near to the time of the 
Apoſtles, and comes from ſerious perſons of 
great authority in the chriſtian church ; expreſ- 
fing in the ſtrongeſt terms, and before the face of 
their enemies, the doctrine they had received, 
and the diſcipline they had, as a church, been 
trained up in, under the inſtruction of their vene- 
rable Biſhop Polycarp, who had himſelf been in- 
ſtructed by St. John, the great aſſerter of Chriſt's 
divinity, They ſtrenuguſly maintain the worſhip 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and yet as ſtrenuouſly diſclaim 
all creature-worſhip. What then their opinion 
of Chriſt muſt be, every one may judge. 

If the acknowledgment of enemies may be 
thought more convincing to thofe, who really 
want- to be convinced, than the- evidence of 
friends, which may be judged partial, we have 
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this alſo in direct proof of the practice among 
| Chriſtians. For when Pliny the younger was 
employed by the Emperor Trajan to enquire into 
the nature of the Chriſtian aſſemblies, in the pro- 
vinces of Pontus and Bithynia, where he governed 
as pro-pretor with conſular authority—and was 
ordered to puniſh the Chriſtians, as he thought 
they deſerved, for refuſing to invocate the Gods— 
he took his account (it being moſt likely thus to 
obtain a true one) from thoſe who had attended 
their aſſemblies and now forſaken them. But 
all he could gather from theſe revolting informers 
was, that the whole ſum of that ſect or error lay 
in this, that they (the Chriſtians) were wont, 
upon a ſet ſolemn day, to meet together before 
ſun-riſe, and to ſing among themſelves a hymn 
to Chriſt, as the God whom they worſhipped— 
that the contagion of this ſuperſtition had over- 
ſpread not only cities, but towns and country 
villages*, This latter was probably written 
about the year of our Lord 107, when the per- 


* Plin. Ep. xcvii. I. 10, Theſe hymns are called by an 
ancient writer, mentioned by Euſebius, I. v. c. 28, Pſalms, 
Pſalms alſo, ſays he, and hymns of the brethren, writ en by 
the faithful from the beginning, celebrate Chriſt the word of 
God, and pronounce him God. Of this kind, no doubt, 
were the hymns which St. Paul refers to, in his Epiſtle to 
Epheſians, c. v. 19, ** ſpeaking to yourſelves in pſalms, and 
hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs unto the Lord; that is, to Chriſt. 
Speaking to themſelves evidently correſponds with that alter- 
nate mode of /inging among themſelves, 
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ſecution under Trajan was carried on with ſome 
warmth ; wherein the pious martyr Inatius was 
condemned to die. Indeed, after this, the Em- 
peror relaxed ſomewhat of his ſeverity, but he 
ſtill required puniſhment upon conviction. This 
perſecuting ſpirit, ſoftened, as it might feem, 
with lenity, drew from Tertullian thoſe truly ora- 
torical obſervations upon this edict : © It ſpares 
and rages, diſſembles and yet puniſhes. If he 
condemns them, wliy does he not hunt them out? 
If he thinks them not to be ſearched out, why 
does he not acquit them* ?” 

Indeed, the whole purpoſe of Pliny's commiſ- 
ſion conſiſted in this, to find out thoſe who had 
deſerted the Temple, and worſhipped Chriſt : and 
the whole confeſſion of thoſe who were examined 
as Chriſtians, confirmed his ſuſpicions, that they 
offered up their prayers to Chriſt, inſtead of doing 
ſacrifice to the Gods. From hence it 1s plain, 
that this was their cuſtom : they met together, 
where they could with the greateſt ſafety, on the 

Lord's day; then they performed their ſolemn 
devotions, and theſe devotions were addreſſed to 
Chriſt, as God. It is moſt probable that this was 
the hymn which Lucian the heathen, who lived 
in this century, endeavours to ridicule, when he 
objects to the Chriſtians the worſhip of their cru- 
cified impoſtor, as he blaſphemouſly ſtyles our 


# 'Tertul, Apel. ii. e. . 
bleſſed 
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bleſſed Saviour. And though the whole be an 
indecent banter, in order to expoſe the religious 
practice of the Chriſtians yet it is a proof, that he 
had learned from them that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, were the joint objects of their divine 
worſhip. Thus far he atteſts the truth of the 
fact, whilſt he tries to diſcredit the principle, that 
they did really worſhip their Saviour, however 
perſecuted they were for it; for upon this ground 
alone perſecutions were ſet on foot: nothing elſe 
could be laid to their charge, but this was con- 
ſtantly; it was therefore undoubtedly their con- 
ſtant practice. The concluſion muſt be as clear 
as the fact: if they worſhipped Chriſt, they 
worſhipped him as God, and not as man. 

When the Heathens urged this objection 
againſt the cuſtom of the Chriſtians that it was 
even a degree of madneſs in them to rank a cruci- 
fied man immediately after the immutable God 


Juſtin anſwers it by telling them that they object- 


ed this, becauſe they did not underſtand the myſ- 
tery of that practice. And Minucius Felix, who 
lived in the next century, has explained the Mar- 
tyr's meaning: for its being ſtill charged upon 
them as folly, that they worſhipped a crucified 
man, he replies, © That they were miſtaken in 
their charge ; for that He whom they worſhipped 
was God, and not a mere mortal man F.” . This 


Lucian. Philopatris, prope finem ; & in Proteo, p. 764. 
+ Minuc. Dial. p. 88. 
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ſhews, however, that they uninterruptedly conti- 
nued to worſhip him ſtill, and ftill believed in his 
divine nature. 

But the charge roſe yet higher: for the ene- 
mies of the chriſtian name maliciouſly taxed them, 
whilſt they paid adoration to their Saviour, with 
having caſt off the worſhip of the true God, and 
with being therefore guilty of atheiſm. Juſtin 
anſwers, „We confeſs we are atheiſts with re- 
ſpect to ſuch as you account to be gods; but 
not ſo in reſpect of the true God, the father of 
righteouſneſs, and wiſdom, and all other virtues, 
who is pure from the leaſt mixture or ſpot of 
evil : Him, and his Son, who came forth from 
him, and the Spirit of prophecy, we worſhip and 
adore, honoring them in truth, and with the 
higheſt reaſon*.” 

I know that Bellarmine, the great champion 
of the Popiſh cauſe, and others of that commu- 
nion, who defend the worſhip of angels, have 
quoted this paſſage from Juſtin Martyr, as it 
commonly ſtands there, in defence of that prac- 
tice ; for, thus it runs, when we take the whole as 
it is found: © But him [the true God], and his 
Son, who came from him, and taught both us, 
and the hoſt of good Angels who followed him, 
and were made like unto him, and alſo the Spirit 
of prophecy, we worſhip and adore:” that IS, 
fays Bellarmine, © We worſhip and adore the true 


8 Juſtin, Apol. i i. $ 6. 
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God, and his Son, and the holy Angels, and the 
ſpirit of prophecy:“ whereas he only ſays, that 
the angels were taught by the Son, as we our- 
ſelves were; and did not mean to rank them, any 
more than others who were taught by him, 


among the objects of adoration and worſhip. 


The very learned Dr. Aſhton has plainly proved 
that there has been a tranſpoſition of the words, 
in order to make them favourable to this doc- 
trine; but even as they ſtand now, if they be 
properly pointed, they will give no advantage to 
the practice of the church of Rome“. 

And that this was truly the Martyr's meaning, 
and not as they have warped it to their own pur- 
poſe, is evident from his repeating the ſame an- 


ſwer to the like objection, in another part of 


the ſame Apology, as well as in his Dialogue 
with T7ypho, In the Apology he ſays, © they 
could demonſtrate, that as they worſhip God, 
the creator of all things, ſo with equal reaſon, 
they worſhipped Jeſus Chriſt jn the ſecond place, 
and the Holy Spirit of prophecy in the third, 
knowing Jeſus Chriſt to be the Son of the true 
God.” And that he might not be miſtaken, or 
that he might not be ſuppoſed to admit the wor- 
ſhip of a creature, even though it were ſo high in 
rank as an Angel, which 1s in the number of 


* Vide Dr. Aſhton's Ed. of Juſtin Martyr. Apol. Not, 
5 11, 8vo. & Epiſt. ad Decan. Moſs. ad calcem notarum, 
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creatures ſtill, he tells the Emperor a little after“, 
* That though they included the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, in their acts of devotion, yet they 
held it unlawful to worſhip any but God alone.” 
And therefore, in the dialogue with Trypho, he 
ſtyles Jeſus Chriſt © the mighty God who was 
to be adored T: - profeſſing by all this their be- 
lief in the true divinity of Chriſt; ſince, upon any 
other ſuppoſition, they acknowledged that they 


would have been guilty of the groſſeſt idolatry, 
whilſt they thus declared that they worſhipped none 
but God, and yet paid divine honor to another, 


whom, as they are now falſely repreſented, they 
believed to be only a creature. They were not 
to be found involved in ſuch an impious contra- 
diction. They might with truth ſay, Ve know 
what we worſhip. 

Athenagoras, who had been himſelf an eminent 
Philoſopher at Athens, in his embaſly for the 
Chriſtians, argues with the Heathen Philoſophers 
againſt the charge of Atheiſm, becauſe they did 
not worſhip their Idols, as Juſtin Martyr does: 
« Who would not wonder, when he hears that we, 
who call upon God the Father, and God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit, ſhewing their power 
in the Unity, and their diſtinction in order, 
mould be called Atheiſts F ?” This Apology was 


Id. p. 64. + Juſt. Dial. cum Tryph. P. 302. 
+ Athenag. Apcl, p. 11. | 
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preſented to the Emperor Marcus Aurelius about 
A. D. 178. 

There was no one in higher repute, in this cen- 
tury, for ſoundneſs of faith, and piety of life, than 
Melito the Biſhop of Sardis. About the year 
170, when the perſecution began to rage violent- 
ly againſt the Chriſtians, he, among others, pre- 
ſented an Apology in their behalf to the ſame 
Emperor, wherein he tells him,“ That they were 
not worſhippers of ſtones, which are void of ſenſe; 
but adorers of the only God, who is before and 
above all things, and of his . who is truly 
the word of God before all ages.“ Intimating 
that this could not be accounted idolatry in them, 
as was the nature of that worſhip which the Hea- 
thens paid to their Gods ; but that the adoration 
s of Chriſt, together with the Father, was in truth 
F the adoration of the true Godhead. 

3 At this time lived Jenæus, the renowned Bi- 
ſhop of Lyons, who was trained up under the tui- 
tion of Polycarp, the diſciple of St. John, as he 
himſelf tells Florinus, in an Epiſtle quoted by 
Euſebius*, We cannot therefore doubt of his 
being well grounded in the whole of the Apoſto- 
lic doctrine; and that he carefully tranſmitted 
It, in all its ſimplicity, to the church over which 
he was appointed to preſide. Accordingly we 
find, that when he recites the ſymbol of faith, WH 
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that is, the articles of the Creed which the ca- 
tholic church had received from the Apoſtles, 
and their diſciples, he propoſes Chriſt, as our Lord 
and God, to be worſhipped by all, in theſe words: 
« That every knee ſhould bow to Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord and God, and Saviour and King, by the 
will of the inviſible Father*,” 

When this ſame venerable Prelate is giving an 
account of the miraculous works which were 
wrought by the Church in his time, and more 
particularly that of caſting out Devils, he aſcribes 
this power wholly to their invocating the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, which was efficient to that mighty 
purpoſef. And if we would know what was the 
ſubſtance of that invocation, the author of the 
Apoſtolic Conſtitutions has recorded the very 
forms of prayer which were then uſed in the 
public ſervice of the church for the Energumens; 


for the Biſhop's benediction, as he informs us, 


runs in theſe words: “O thou only begotten 
God, the Son of the great Father, thou that bind- 
eſt the ſtrong one, and ſpoileſt his goods - thou, 
whom infants praiſe and ſucklings bleſs, and An- 
gels celebrate and adore rebuke the evil ſpirits, 
and deliver the works of thy hands from the vex- 
ation of the adverſe {pi:its; for to thee belongs 
glory, honor, and adoration, world without end, 


. e. 2. 
T Id. bi 11. Co . & Euſeb. Hiſt, Eccleſ. I, V. 7. 
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Amen “.“ Chry/eſtom often refers to this, as one 
of the public prayers of the church; and there 
is no doubt but it was perſonally and immedi- 
ately addreſſed to Chriſt, as God. 

An oath with men is for confirmation, in which 
they ſwear by the greater, not by the creatures, 
not by any leſs than by God himſelf; for it is a 
direct appeal to the tribunal of Heaven, and from 
thence alone they look for the curſe that will 
await the breach of it. J[reneus underſtood this, 
as his Lord had explained it in the Goſpel; 
and therefore added to his book veel 5yJoades, 
mentioned by Euſebius , this ſolemn and religi- 
ous obteſtation, which he meant to leave upon 
the conſciences of poſterity, that the book itſelf 
might be derived down pure and uncorrupted to 


future ages: © I adjure thee, whoever thou art 


that ſhall tranſcribe this book, by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and by his glorious coming, wherein he 
ſhall judge the quick and the dead, that thou 
compare what thou tranſcribeſt, and diligently 
correct it by the copy from whence thou tran- 
ſcribeſt it; and that thou likewiſe tranſcribe this 
adjuration, and annex it to thy copy.” We can- 
not but collect, from this remarkable appeal, that 


* Conſtitut, 1, viii. c. 6, 

+ Vid, Chryſoſt. Hom. xviii. in 2 Cor. p. 873. 

1 Euſeb. Ecclef, Hiſt. I. v. c. 20.— Hieronymus in Cata- 
logo habent S v 6yJ0a5ra egregium ovTvyun, De Ogdoa- 
dibus Valentini vide Irenzum et Epiphanium. Valeſ. 
Not, in locy „ 
1 : Ireuæus 
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4.2 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


Jrenæus himſelf acknowledged, and took it for 


granted that others would for ever acknowledge 
too, the ſupreme power, infinite knowledge, and 
inflexible juſtice of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
could take cognizance of ſuch a breach of truſt, 
delivered to them by ſo ſolemn an act of invoca- 
tion, and could likewiſe puniſh it, as it deſerved, 
with eternal inflictions. In other words, it con- 
veyed no other ſenſe or form of adjuration, than 
if he had ſaid, as the High-Prieſt did to our Sa- 
viour at the bar, 7 adjure thee by the living God : 
for it would have been nothing leſs than a ſolemn 
mockery, though delivered in the moſt ſerious 
terms of a religious appeal to Heaven, if he had 
conceived or intended it to be made to any other 
but the omniſcient, omnipotent Godhead; to the 
throne of Heaven, and to him that ſitteth thereon. 
Cotemporary with Trenæus was Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, who ſays himſelf that he was intimate 
with him, and that he was a ſcholar of Pantænus, 
who had ſeen ſome of the Apoſtles, and was the 
diſciple of others. Euſebius obſerves, that he af- 
firms, in the firſt book of his Stromata, that he 
was next to the immediate ſucceſſors of the Apol- 
tles“; meaning, no doubt, that he ſucceeded his 
maſter Pantænus in the catechetic ſchool at Alex- 
andria; though he had taught in it long before 
that, and probably ſupplied Pantænus's place 


e -Buſeb. Hiſt, Eccleſ, I. vis c. 13. 
during 
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during his abſence in India. He was likewiſe 


Preſbyter of the church of Alexandria, at leaſt 


about the beginning of Severus's reign; for, as 
ſuch, Euſebius takes notice of him in the year 
195; about which time he publiſhed his book 
called Stromata, or miſcellaneous diſcourſes ; 
though he lived lang enough to withdraw from 
Alexandria to Jeruſalem, during the time of the 
perſecution under Seyerus, at the beginning of 
the next century. 

From this illuſtrious writer we have one of the 
faireſt teſtimonies we can have, both of the Savi- 
our's divinity, and, conjointly with that, of the 
worſhip that was then paid to him by the chriſ- 
tian church ; for, in his exhortation to the Gen- 


tiles, he ſtyles him the © Living God, who was 


worſhipped and adored ;” and then calls upon 
the unheliever in the ſtrongeſt terms of the or- 
thodox faith: © Believe, O man, in him who is 
both man and God: believe, O man, in him who 
ſuffered death, and yet is adored as the Living 
Gog*.” 

In his Pædagogue, likewiſe, he not only witneſ- 
ſes to the common practice of the Chriſtians in 
thoſe days, but alſo addreſſes himſelf in prayer 
to the Son, together with the Father: * Be mer- 
ciful to thy children, O Maſter, O Father, thou 
Ruler of Iſrael, O Son and Father, who are both 


* Elem, Protræptic. p. 84. Oxon, Ed, 
one, 
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one, our Lord *.” And, as if all this were nor 
enough to expreſs his ſenſe of the catholic faith 
concerning the Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt, he con- 
cludes the book with a doxology to the whole 
and undivided Trinity: Let us give thanks to 
the only Father and Son, to the Son and the Fa- 
ther, to the Son our teacher and maſter, toge- 
ther with the Holy Spirit; One in all reſpects, in 
whom are all things; whoſe 1s the glory and the 
ages, whoſe is the perfect good, the perfect beau- 
ty, all-wiſe, and all-juſt; to whom be glory, both 
now and for ever. Amen }.” 

In the ſame work he ſets down the very words 
in which the whole church were uſed to praiſe 
God in this form: ue TW {0% pl, N Vit, Tu} 
TS «yi mvvpoar: praiſing the Father, and the Son, 
with the Holy Ghoſt. Some indeed have attri- 
buted the compoſure of this euchariſtical form 
to the riſe of the Arian Hereſy : but it is evident 
that it was uſed, long before that hereſy aroſe, in 
the public ſervice of the church ; for the Arians 
are ſharply reproved by the orthodox fathers of 
that time, for having altered this ancient form 
into, Glory be to the Father, by the Son, and in 


the Holy Ghoſt : for Euſebius tells us, that Pau- 


lus Samoſatenus was condemned for ſuppreſſing 
ſuch hymns as were made in honor of Chriſt, as 


Clem. Pædagog. I. iii. c. 12, 
+ Ib. Vid. etiam Strom. l. vii. c. 7. 
1 Vid. Theod. l, . 24. 


3 e 2 


5 ˙ ds i 


Iv HS, pe LIB - 
o J 
E 


1 [ * + Fx ao 222 2 eee EP 2/9 CN IETF, 1 
bl 1 1 n _— k OE 1 = 7 N r A 8 Nr y 
_—_— Sole FI 32 1 r 8 8 LANES oe Dr Wee } = 2 . 
8 n „ i AT bo ESR 8 FF” * E 3 MY 
5 SOON 7 ws ae At * oy Ng oy = 5 wh LK ON 2 ne 2 Ru 6 8 9 * mi * f 


CENTURY THE SECOND» 45 


if they were the compoſition of men of late days; 
whereas, ſays he, there were various pſalms and 
hymns compoſed by Chriſtians in the very earlieſt 
days, wherein they joined in celebrating Chriſt 


the word of God, by attributing divinity to 


him “. 

Clemens Alexandrinus has a famous hymn, which 
was probably taken from the chantings that were 
uſed in the primitive church, or at leaſt com- 
poſed in imitation of them : and of theſe chant- 
ings or hymns there is a remakable teſtimony of 
Caius, a Preſbyter in the next age, preſerved by 
Euſebius, againſt the allegation of Artemon, 
that they written by the faithful from the begin- 
ning ; and celebrate the divinity of Chriſt, the 
word of God. 

Baſil, too, mentions a ſacred hymn, which he 
aſcribes to Athenogenes, a martyr, towards the 
latter end of this century. Whether it was the 
hymn that we find in the Conſtitutions , called 
there the evening hymn, is uncertain; and Baſil 
himſelf does not pretend to determine: it was, 
however, by his account of it, a hymn expreſsly 
addreſſed to Chriſt, and contained a doxology to 
the whole Trinity: We laud the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit of God .““ It is certain that what 
Baſil quotes out of that ancient hymn, which was 


® Euſeb. I. v. c. 28. + Euſeb. loc. citat. 
+ Conſtit. J. vii. c. 48. 
1 Baſil, de Spirit, SanR, t. ii. c. 29. 
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uſed at the firſt ſetting up of lights, is found 
likewiſe in the evening hymn, and therefore pro- 
bably it is the ſame. It runs thus: © O Jeſus 
Chriſt, thou joyful light of the ſacred glory of 
the immortal, heavenly, holy, bleſſed Father! 
we now being come to the ſetting. of the ſun, 
and ſeeing the evening light, do laud and praiſe 
the Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit of God. — 
Thou art worthy to have hymns at all times 
ſung unto thee, with holy voices, O ſon of God, 
that giveſt life ; therefore the world glorifies 
thee,” 


Nothing can be more expreſſive of the ſenſe of 
the church in the firſt ages, than the uſe of this 
hymn ; whether, as ſome have ſuppoſed, it was 
directed for public devotions ; or, as others, com- 
poſed only for private uſe: for in this ſurely 


neither the governors of the church, nor the pious 


members of it, would have miſled their diſciples 
and followers, by ſuch an example, in the intri- 
cate mazes of error and idolatry. 


I might mention the venerable names of ſe- 
veral other writers in this century, ſuch as Mil- 
tiades, and Tatian, and Theophilus, in all whoſe 
books (as Euſebius argues from a certain author, 
whoſe work was extant in his time, againſt the he- 
reſy of Artemon), the divinity, and conſequently 


the worſhip, of Chriſt, is eſtabliſhed ; but I ſhall 


cloſe the whole with the ample teſtimony of that 
great luminary of the Latin church, the eloquent 
| Tertullian. 
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Tertullian,—The ſevere calamities which the 
Chriſtians ſuffered during the reign of Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus, engaged him to write. his 
Apology in defence of their doctrine and practice. 
At this time the defenders of paganiſm brought 
all the moſt horrid calumnies and imputations, 
that could be deviſed, againſt the profeſſors of 
chriſtianity ; and by theſe the Emperor was led 
away to ſuch a degree, as to ſuffer many deſtruc- 
tive cruelties to be inflicted upon them. Among 
other charges, of a very ſerious nature, theſe ene- 
mies to the chriſtian faith revived that old one, 
which had been often urged before—that of their 
invocating and worſhipping a man who had been 
condemned to die. This Tertullian undertakes 
to anſwer, as it was before anſwered, but in 
ſomewhat ſtronger terms: © They worſhipped 
Chriſt,” he replied, © becauſe they knew him to 
be the true natural ſon of God, by ſpiritual ge- 
neration; and therefore called God, and the Son 
of God, becauſe he was of one and the ſame eſ- 
{ence or ſubſtance, —In that manner he was be- 
gotten of God, ſo as to be God, and the ſon of 
God; and they were both one *.“ 

In another part of his work, he makes uſe 


of this argument, among others, to diſſuade 
chriſtian women from marrying unbelievers ; 


* In ſuch a mixed family, what mention could 


* Tertul, Apol. c. xxi. 
there 
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there be of God ? what invocation of Chriſt ? 5 t 
where the cheriſhing of faith by their joint read- . R 
ing of the ſcriptures *?” implying, that it was ag E. | 

6 much their duty to call upon Chriſt in their fa- 

i | mily-devotions, as to keep up the remembrance 

1 of God, or to be inſtructed in the word of God, 

But ſtill he maintains that they invoked no 

other than the eternal, true, and living God +: 

ſuch then they muſt believe Chriſt to be, and that 

it was their duty to make their ſupplications to S 4 

him accordingly ; otherwiſe ſuch an argument, S 1k 

brought againſt the worſhippers of falſe Gods, 
would have been juſtly retorted againſt them with 

full force; for they never declined the charge by q 

pretending to deny that they worſhipped Chriſt : q 

they admitted its truth, but they denied that they 

were guilty of idolatry upon this account ; for 4 

they profeſſed to worſhip him, as being the eter- 

nal, living, and true God, inaſmuch as he was 
the eternal ſon of the eternal Father. : 
I cannot conclude my account of the writers 

who flouriſhed in this century, without obſery- J 

ing, that ſeveral of them have confirmed their 4 

doctrine of the divinity of Chriſt, and in conſe- 

quence defended their worſhip of him, both in 4 
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* Tertul. ad Uxorem, l. ii. c. 6. 


+ Apol. cap. xxxii. There is a moſt excellent account : 
given of the chriſtian worſhip and prayers in the 39th chap- : 
ter. 
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their public ſervices, and in their private devo- 
tions, by thoſe very Texts of Scripture, which 
the adverſaries of our own times would either 
pervert by a different interpretation, or have the 
effrontery to deny that they were ever ſo ap- 
plied *. 

Thus in the Epiſtle which is aſcribed to 
Barnabas, and is indeed quoted by Clemens Alex- 
andrinus as ſuch, both in his Stromata, yet ex- 
tant, and in his laſt books of Hypotypoſes , and 
by others, under the title of his Catholic Epiſ- 
tle, though Euſebius ſays, it is acknowledged by 
ſome, among the Scriptures of the New Teſta- 
ment, and contradicted by others | ; we meet 
with this remarkable expreſſion “ Behold! again, 
Jeſus, not the ſon of man, but of God, made 
manifeſt in the fleſh S : Eu 2 Pavepber;: which 
is perfectly conſonant to thoſe words of St. 
Paul, as referred to Chriſt, x Tim. 111, 16. 
Oro Oe pA T, Capris God was manifeſted in the 
feſh : And that they muſt be referred to Chriſt, 


Dr. Lardner has made a copious collection of the ſeve- 
ral quotations and alluſions which he found in the primi- 
tive Fathers, in ſupport of the credibility of the Goſpel- 
Hiſtory ; but it is remarkable, that he has ſcarcely produced 
a paſſage, that might confirm the Scripture-doctrine of the 
divinity of Jeſus Chriſt. 

+ Vid. Coteler. Teſt. V. P. P. 

+ Eufeb, Ecclef. Hiſt. I. vi. c. 13, 14. 

§ Ep. Barn. § 12. 
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1 50 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 

| and not to the myſtery of godlineſs, or the Goſpel, 

4 b as ſome would interpret them, I need not under- 

4! | take to prove: Whitby has ſufficiently proved 

WH this, in his notes on the verſe, It is plain that I 
Barnabas underſtood it thus, and ſo did ſeveral I 


of the fathers in the following ages. 
Clemens Romanus, in his ſecond Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, has the like expreſſion : © Our one 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has ſaved us, being firſt 
8 a2 Spirit, was made fleſh (or mani feſted in the 
fleſh), and ſo called us. Let us therefore give 
praiſe unto him, not only with our mouths, -but 
with all our ſouls; that he may receive us as 
children: for ſo the Lord hath ſaid, They are 
my brethren who do the will of my father * .” 
He concludes this Epiſtle, © Wherefore let us 7 
every hour expect the kingdom of God in love 4 
and righteouſneſs : becauſe we know not the day 

of God's appearing.” 

In his firſt Epiſtle, which has never been cal- 
led in queſtion, he exhorts the Corinthians to the 
duty of humility by the example of Chriſt, upon 2 
the ſame principle that St. Paul had uſed to the J 
Philippians, his voluntary debaſement of him- 
ſelf from his pre-exiſtent ſtate of glory. Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the ſceptre of the ma- 
; jeſty of God, came not in the ſhew of pride and 
. _ arrogance, as he might have done, but in humi- 
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lity, as the Holy Ghoſt had before ſpoken con- 5 
cerning him *.“ This is perfectly ſimilar to St. {198 
Paul's argument on the ſame occaſion, Philip. 1 
ii. 6. Mo, being in the form of God, thought it not | 
7 robbery to be equal with God, but made himſelf of 1 5 
z nb reputation—humbled himſelf. What St. Paul 1 
calls, in the form of God, St. Clement expreſſes 9 
by the ſceptre of his majeſty: What is in the 1 
former, He thought it not robbery to be equal 1 
with God, is in the latter, He came not, as he | 10 
might have done, in the ſhew of pride and arro- 
gance, but in humility. St. Paul recommends Wo 
the example of the infinite condeſcenſion of - 1 
Chriſt, inaſmuch as, that when he was in the 1 
form of God, he did not vainly boaſt of his equa- 9 
lity with God, for ſo the words in the original 
may ſignify, 9X pr nyncalo T9 c 19% bew, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God : | 
and, in like manner, Clement recommends the WW. 
ſame example, that Chriſt, though he was truly 
the ſceptre of God's magnificence, yet, when he 
came among men, he did not aſſume, or diſcover 5 
3 his majeſty. What St. Paul calls emptied him- 
E ſelf, txtvwre te, that Clement expreſſes by 
irameiveOporncs, anſwering to our Engel verſion, 4 
he humbled himſelf. 
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+ Called by St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, the 1 
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41 If we compare this expreſſion of St. Paul, 
[i He emptyed himſelf, with that of Thaddeus, as 
j it is quoted by Euſebius *, towixpovev £auls Y 


bed ria, he lefſened, or made a diminutive ſhew 

of his Godhead; they mutually explain each 
other, and form together a ſolid proof, that the 
divinity of Chriſt was, in the Apoſtolical age, 
one of the principal articles of the chriſtian faith. 
The preaching of Thaddeus was, as Valeſius 
computes, in the very year of Chriſt's death— 
moſt certainly, not long after, 

The ſecond Epiſtle of St. Clement has not been 
ſo univerſally received for genuine as the firſt : 
but yet it bears ſuch evident marks of ſimilarity, 
both in expreſſion and ſentiment, with the firſt, 
that it can ſcarcely, one would be apt to think, 
be doubted to be his. Whoſe-ever it was, Baſil 
has quoted a paſſage from it, though it is not to 
be found in the fragment which is come down 
to us: © God liveth, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt liv- 
eth, and the Holy Spirit liveth ?:“ in the ſame 
ſenſe, undoubtedly, as the Scripture calls God 
the living God, eternal, immortal; to diſtinguiſh 
him from thoſe dead idols of the heathens, whom 
they worſhipped ; and implying, that the living 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, ought alone 
to be worſhipped and adored. He begins this 
ſecond Epiſtle with an exhortation, that may lead 
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us to ſuch an interpretation of his words: * Bre- 
thren, we ought ſo to think of Jeſus Chriſt, as of 
God, as of the judge of the quick and dead; nor 
ſhould we think meanly of our ſalvation : for if 
we do think meanly of him, we ſhall hope only to 
receive ſome ſmall things from him; and if we do 
ſo, we ſhall ſin*,” | 

Tuſtin Martyr, in his dialogue with Trypho the 
Jew, properly applies his own ſcripture to con- 
vince him, that Chriſt is to be worſhipped, as in 
Pſalm xliv. or xlv. v. 12, as it ſtands in our 
tranſlation, He is thy Lord God, worſhip thou him: 
wherein the Pſalmiſt prophetically points out the 
majeſty of Chriſt's kingdom, and the duty of his 
church; proving from thence, that both God and 
Chriſt are to be worſhipped : and then he aſks 
Trypho, © whether he knew any other mentioned 
in Scripture to be adored as Lord and God, be- 
ſides the maker of this world, and Chriſt?” — 


wherein he ſhews, that both the one and the 


other is ſuch. The ſame he proves from other 
Scriptures : but yet he teaches, in his Apology, 
that none but the rue God is to be worſhipped. 


The conſequence is plain, as has been already ob- 
ſerved that he believed Chriſt to be the true God, 


and that, as ſuch, he ought to be adored. 


* Clem. ii. 6 1. 
+ Juſtin. Dial. p. 287. B; & p. 293. B. C. 
T Ib. p. 294. C; & p. 302. B. 
E 3 | Athenageoras 
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54 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


Athenagoras, in his Apology, alludes to that fa- 


mous text in St. John, ch. x. 30, I and my Fa- 
ther are one; for thus he introduces it: © The 


Father and the Son being one, and the Son being 
in the Father, and the Father in the SonF*.” 
Theophilus, Biſhop of Antioch, A. D. 181, 
quotes St. John, in his genuine books to Autoly- 
cus: © Theſe things, ſays he, the Holy Scrip- 
tures teach us, and all who are moved by the 
Holy Spirit, among whom John ſays, In the be- 
ginning was the word, and the word was with God : 
ſhewing, that at the firſt God was alone, and, in 
him was the word. Then he ſays, and the word 
was God, & .“ And again, For before that 
any thing was made, he had him for his Coun- 
ſellor, being his underſtanding and wiſdom. But 
when he determined to make thoſe things about 
which he had taken counſe], he brought forth 
from himſelf this word, the firſt born of every 
creature .“ 
Trenzus alledges the fame Scripture, Pſ. xlv. 
6, 7, that is quoted by Juſtin : thy Throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever, &c. and then ſubjoins this 
comment upon it: * The ſpirit ſignifies both by 
the appellation of God, both him who 1s anoint- 
ed, that is, the Son; and him who anoints, that is, 
the Father.” And in another place he quotes the 
teſtimony of St. Paul, Rom. ix. v. 5. in the very 


* Apol. 1. * Athenag. Apol. p. 10. 

Theophil. ad Antolyc. I. ii. p. 100, I Ibid, 

een. i. c. 6. 
ſame 
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ſame manner, and in the ſame ſenſe, in which we 
underſtand the Apoſtle to this day. For in order 


to prove againſt the hereticks of that time, that 


they could not think the Emmanuel to be a man 
only, he introduces this paſſage of Paul's con- 
cerning Iſrael: Whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom, 


as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came, who is over all, 
God bleſſed for ever. Amen. By which he plainly 


acknowledges no other reading or conſtruction be- 
ſides the received one, which is followed by Ter- 
tullian*, and others, in the ſubſequent ages f. 

In another place ꝓ, where he recites the creed, 
eommonly called the ſymbol of faith, which the 
catholic church had received from the Apoſtles 
and their immediate diſciples, he alludes to the 
Apoſtle's words, Philip. ii. 10, where he men- 
tions © Chriſt, as our Lord and God, who by the 
will of God the Father would be adored by all, 
after the future reſurrection ; that every knee ſhall 
bow to Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, and God, and Sa- 


* Tertul. Lib. adv. Prax. c. viii, & xv. 

+ Cyprian, & Chryſoſtom, and Origen, Dr. Mill is greatly 
miſtaken in ſaying, that no one that he knew of all the chriſ- 
tian Fathers, who profeſſedly collected all the texts of Scrip- 


ture in proof of Chriſt's divinity, ever alledged this text be- 


fore the year 380, and Gregory Myſſen the firſt of all. For 
Irenæus and Tertullian have certainly quoted it in this Cen- 
tury, and Atbanaſius before that time. But it is beyond my 
deſign to examine the opinions of modern critics upon this 
ſubject; that has been done abundantly by others. 

Iren. I. i. c. 2. 
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56 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


viour, and King, according to the good pleaſure 
of the inviſible father,” —Elſewhere he explains 
the reaſon of the gifts which the wiſe men offer. 


ed to Chriſt—that they brought frankincenſe, in 


humble adoration, becauſe he was God“. 
Tertullian likewiſe juſtifies our tranſlation of St. 


Paul, Philip. ii. 6, in his book of the Reſurrec- 


tion of the Fleſh, chap, vi. for theſe are his 
words: Sermo enim Deus, qui in effigie Dei con- 
ſtitutus exiſtimavit Parari Deo: thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God. And again, in 
his book againſt Praxeus, chap. vii. & 22, ſay- 
ing, I and my father are one, he ſhews, that there 
were two, whom he joins together as equals 
(quos æquat & jungit).—But above all, Tertul- 
lian alludes, in the ſame book, againſt Praxeas, ch. 
xxv. to St. John's famous Text, 1 John, v. 7, 


Connexus patris in filio, & filii in paracleto tres 


efficit cohærentes alterum ex altero, qui tres Unum 
ſunt, non anus, anſwering exactly to the 28 ty in 
the original : Not one Perſon but one Being. 
He adds, Quonodo dictum eſt, Ego & Pater 


unum ſumus, ad ſubſtantiæ unitatem, non ad nu- 


mer! ſingularitatem. 

The Teſtaments of the twelve Patriarchs are 
ſuppoſed, by Dr. Cave, to have been written about 
the year A. D. 192. The Teſtament of Simeon, 
§ 7, runs thus: „For the Lord ſhall raiſe up out 


® Tren. 1. iii. e. 10. 


of 
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of Levi an High-Prieſt, and out of Judah a King, 
God and Man.” That of Benjamin, F 10, Then 
ſhall we alſo riſe again, every one upon our Scep- 
tre, adoring (Tpooxuvzvrec, falling down to) the 
King of the Heavens, who appeared upon earth 
in the form of man's humiliation, or in -the 
form of a man of humiliation.” Alluding to 
Philip. ii. 

It would carry us too far to produce all the 
quotations and alluſions from the Fathers of this 
Century to the texts in Scripture, in proof of this 
point. From what have been produced it ſuffi- 
ciently appears, that theſe primitive chriſtians, 
who had been inſtructed by the Apoſtles, or their 
diſciples, aicribed the divine nature to Chriſt ; 
and that they were led to it by this argument, 
among others : that divine worſhip was, in ex- 
preſs terms, ordered to be offered up to him. 
But they were taught by the ſame Scriptures, that 
ſuch a worſhip as 1s divine, ought not to be given 
to any creature, however excellent; and therefore 
when 1t was directed to be given to Jeſus Chriſt, 
it could be upon no other account than this— 


that he was very God of very God. 
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HAVE already mentioned, from the ancient 
author of the Conſtitutions, the hymns or 
chantings which were uſed in the daily ſervice of 
the primitive church: and in this Century we 
meet with a remarkable teſtimony of them from 
Caius the Roman Preſbyter; an eloquent writer, 


who lived in the latter end of the laſt, and the be- 


ginning of this Century, in his book againft the 
hereſy of Artemon ; ſome fragments of which are 
preſerved by Euſebius* : For of theſe chantings 
or pſalms he bears witneſs, that they were writ- 
ten by the faithful from the beginning, and cele- 
brate Chriſt the word of God, by attributing di- 
vinity unto him.” For they invoked equally the 
the three perſons in the undivided Trinity : © We 


* Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. I. v. c. 28. 
laud 
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60 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


laud the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spi- 
rit of God.” This ancient cuſtom he alledges, to 
expoſe the noyelty of that hereſy which denied 
the divinity of Chriſt. The whole argument, as 
we find it, is worth relating; becauſe it is ſo per. 
fectly applicable to obviate the pretences, which 
now prevail, of this doctrine being a growing 
corruption of Chriſtianity. 

« They ſay, that all the ancients, and even the 
Apoſtles themſelves, received and taught the ſame 
things which they now hold; and that the truth 
of the Goſpel was preſerved, till the time of Yic- 
tor, the thirteenth Biſhop of Rome from Peter; 
but by his ſucceſſor (or from the time of his ſuc- 
ceſſor) Zephirine, the truth has been corrupted, 
And poſlibly what they ſay might have been cre. 
dited, if firſt of all the divine Scriptures did not 
contradict them: and then alſo, ſecondly, the 
writings of the brethren, more ancient than Yic- 
tor, which they publiſhed in defence of the truth 
againſt the Gentiles, and againſt the hereſies of 
their times; mentioning Juſtin, Miltiades, Ta- 
tian, Clement, Irenzus, Melito, with a general ap- 
peal to many more not named, and to ancient 


hymns compoſed by the faithful, in honor of 


Chriſt. For the argument was good—if the 
Church have always uſed hymns and pſalms in 
their ſolemn aſſemblies for public devotion, to 
the honor of Chriſt, as they did to the honor of 


God, then has Chriſt been always accounted God 
by 
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by the Church, as well as the Father, They are 
equally objects of divine worſhip, and therefore 
equally God. This propoſition is converſive. 

This Caius was a ſtrenuous aſſerter of the di- 
vinity of Jeſus Chriſt, as appears both from that 
book called the Labyrinth, which was expreſsly 
written againſt the hereſy of Artemon, who op- 
poſed the catholic doctrine of the church; and 
from another, inſcribed, ITzpi 7s ravlog, of the uni- 
verſe, wherein he maintains he divinity of Chriſt, 
our true God, and dwells upon his ineffable gene- 


ration from the father. He made himſelf. emi- | 

nent alſo by a famous diſputation held at Rome, 0 
between him and Proclus, one of the heads of 9 
the Montanift-party, as Zuſebius, who had read 1 
the account of it, publiſhed by Caius himſelf, in- 1 


forms us, wherein he overcame Proclus, and He, 
together with all the followers of that Sect, was 
excommunicated “. 
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But to ſhew ſtill further how univerſal this 1 

. mJ 
practice was throughout all the churches, we W 
learn from the fame Euſebius t, that Nepos, an 1 


Egyptian Biſhop, though he had fallen into ſome 


errors concerning the millenium, compoled ſome 
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pſalms and hymns for the uſe of the church in 1 


that part of the world, which were well received 
by all the brethren, as they were ſo fully expreſ- 
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* Euſeb. Eccleſ, Hiſt, Lib. vi. c. 30. See alſo Jerom. de 
Script, illuſt. in Caius. 
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five of the divinity of Chrift, and ſo properly 
addreſſed to him as God: inſomuch that Paulus 
Samoſatenus, the heretical Biſhop of Antioch, tri- 
ed to ſuppreſs them, by introducing others in 
their ſtead ; but the ſenſe of the catholic church, 
in behalf of thoſe which were uſed for the pub- 
lic worſhip of Chriſt, was ſufficiently declared 
by the ſentence which the counſel of Antioch, 
convened at this time for the purpoſe, paſſed 
upon Paulus for theſe: his heretical principles : 
for, for this profane attack upon the divinity and 
worſhip of Chriſt, he was publicly arraigned, 
anathematized, and depoſed “. 

At the ſame time lived Dionyſius, Biſhop of 
Alexandria; ſtyled, by the ancients, Dionyſius the 
Great, upon account of his conſummate wiſdom 
and prudence, the moſt amiable diſpoſition for 
moderation and candor, together with a profound 
learning i in all the ſciences. This eminent pre- 
late commended the hymns which Nepos had 
compoſed for the uſe of the Church, though he 
wrote againſt his other tenets; and becauſe he 
was diſabled from attending the council at An- 
tioch, by his great age and infirmities, he wrote 
Epiſtles to condemn publickly Paulus Samoſate- 
nus for having rejected theſe hymns ; and he 


* Vid. Synod. Ep. Concil. Antioch, _ Euſeh. I. vii. 
e. 30 
'+ Euſeb. 1. vii. c. 27, &c. 
himſelf 
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— 


himſelf always uſed that form of doxology which 
had been in conſtant uſe from the very founda- 
tion of the chriſtian church: © To God the Fa- 
ther, and the Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with 
the Holy Spirit, be glory and dominion now 
and for ever, world without end. Amen.” 

In this century Novatian, a preſbyter of the 


church of Rome (who, as Valęſius thinks, was 


confounded with Novatus by Euſebius) *, wrote a 
Treatiſe upon the Trinity, wherein he aſſerts the 
divine and human nature F; and makes it an 
argument for the belief of the former, © that if 
he were only a mere man, how could he be pre- 
ſent every where, where-ever he is invoked, ſince 


this property of being preſent every where, is 


that of God, and not of man? And if he were 
only a mere man, why is he called upon, in our 
prayers, as Mediator; ſince the invoking of a 
man for ſalvation would be judged ineffeCtual ? 
If Chriſt were a mere man only, why is our hope 


placed in him, ſince it would be a curſe, rather 


than a bleſſing, if he were not God as well as 
man? for © curſed is the hope that is placed 
only in man.“ This manner of reaſoning will 
lead us fairly to this concluſion, as indiſputable : 
that the church did then invoke Chriſt, as God, 
and that upon this perſuaſion—becauſe he was 


Vid. Valeſ. Not. Ed. Euſeb. I. vi. c. 45. 
+ Novat. de Prin, c. xiv. 
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God; which juſtified them in truſting to him for 
the return of their prayers. This argument con- 


a? firms both the doctrine of the church at that 
m4 time, and its practice, i 
1: | Cyprian was biſhop of Carthage at this time; R 
4 | l and from him we learn, that in that diſtant F 
I; church too the ſame cuſtom prevailed of praying ( 
i! to Chriſt, as Mediator, and as God; for in one | 
10 of his Epiſtles he includes both. “ Firſt, ſays 
* he, © we ought to pray to him, as Mediator; A 
1 and then by him to God the father *:”” and that 8 
14 ic upon this twofold account becauſe Jeſus Chriſt ; 
i | is the advocate and interceſſor for our ſins, and f 
| 1 becauſe he is our Lord and our God.” —In ano- f 
19 ther part of his works, his book De Bono Patien- 
Wy liæ, p. 220, of the advantage of patience, he F 
# | calls him the Lord God of Hoſts, the God of l 
11:4 the chriſtians; and argues from hence, that God f 
11 | the father has commanded us to worſhip his ſon : 
. : for ſo St. Paul has left the command upon re- 
. cord; that at the name of Jeſus every knee : 
74 ſnould bow, of things in heaven, and things in | 
* earth, and things under the earth. And St. 
il John, in his Revelation, has delivered the ſame; : 7 
Wu! for when he would have fallen down and wor- N 

/ ſhipped the angel, but was forbidden to do it, J | 


the angel commanded, © Worſhip the Lord Feſus.” 
So Cyprian reads it; and therefore undoubtedly 


* Cyprian. Ep. vil. al. II. 


underſtood 
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onderficod worſhip God, as ſynonimous with the 
other. 

In another part of this ſame book; he ſays, 
6 Bhs Lord Jeſus, who is wotſhipped in hea- 
ven.” And in an Epiſtle, which he wrote to 
Lucius, Biſhop of Rome, who had been a confeſ- 
ſor for the faith of Chriſt, he encourages him to 
perſevere in his good confeſſion, * becauſe they 
of that church would not ceaſe in their prayers 
to give thanks to God the Father, and Chriſt his 
Son, and to pray and ſupplicate for him, that He, 
who was himſelf perfe&, and the author of per- 
fection in others, would preſerve and perfect in 
him the glorious crown of his confeſſion *.“ In- 
deed, we may obſerve in general, that St. Cyprian. 
every where in his writings attributes the ſame 
perfections to Chriſt, as are, in the Scriptures, 
attributed to the true and ſupreme God.—In an 
Epiſtle to CzcilinsF, at the beginning, he ſtiles 
him © our Lord and our God.” —In his treatiſe 
de Idolorum Vanitate, p. 170, after mentioning 
his incarnation, he ſays, God is joined with 
man: This is our God, This is our Chriſt,” — 


But above all, if we want any thing ſtill more 


explicit, his argument on the invalidity of 
baptiſm by heretics, if not duly performed in 


: Cyprian, Ep. Iviii. al. 61. 
7 Ep. xiii. 
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the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt jointly and equally, is an irrefraga- 
ble proof of his belief in the Trinity, and of the 
divine worſhip that is due to each perſon in the 
Godhead. | | 

Arnobias is another eminent African, who wrote 
ſeven books againſt the Gentiles, in order to 
convince the Biſhop of Picca of the reality of his 
converſion : for they contain an ample and co-, 
pious defence of the cauſe of Chriſtianity. In 
this his vindication of the Chriſtian worſhip, 
wherein he expoſes, at the ſame time, the follies 
of the Pagan mode, he introduces the Heathens 
renewing their old charge againſt the adoration 
of Chriſt, which had been ſufficiently confuted 
by Juſtin Martyr and others, that they made 
their ſupplications daily to one“ who was born 
a'Man, and was put to death upon the croſs, the 
moſt infamous of all puniſhments, and inflicted 
only upon the vileſt of men; and that they con- 
tended, that he was God, and believed that he 
was ſtill alive.” To which he anſwers by free- 
ly acknowledging the imputation, that “ they 
did really worſhip him"; but that it was from 
their indubitable knowledge that he was the 
true God, and therefore were bound to worſhip 
him, as the head of their body. And ſhould a 
ranting Gentile aſk, Is Chriſt God ? we anſwer, 


He is God, and God of the interior powers : that 
is, 
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is, the ſearcher of hearts, which is the ſole pre- 
rogative of God“ .“ 

But the fulleſt teſtimony for the woullliy of 
Chriſt and the moſt complete anſwer to this ſtale 
objection of the Heathens, is to be found in the 
works of Origen; whom, though he flouriſhed in 
the beginning of this century (he died A. D. 253, 
at a great age), yet I have reſerved to the laſt, 
both becauſe he gives the moſt copious atteſta- 
tion to the practice of the Chriſtian Church at this 
time, and becauſe he adds authority to every 
thing that has been advanced by others. 

There are ſo many illuſtrious paſſages to this 
purpoſe in his books againſt Cel/us, wherein he 
ſo often inculcates the divine, infinite, incom- 
prehenſible nature of the Word and Son of God, 
that to produce them all would be to tranſcribe 
the greateſt part of 'the books themſelyes. Let 
it ſuffice to ſele& only a few, which will ſerve 
to confirm the truth of what they are brought 
to eſtabliſh—the practice of paying divine wor- 
ſhip to Chriſt, as God. 

Thus, in his firſt book againſt Celſus, ww 
of the offerings which the wiſe men brought 
from the Eaſt, he remarks, that they were ſuch 

s denoted their ſenſe both of his Godhead 
and Manhood ; viz. gold, as to a King ; myrrh, 
as to one who was to die; and frankincenſe, 


* Arnob, contr. Gent. I. i. p. 30 & 36. 
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as to God; affirming by this his proper title to 
the divine adoration, which theſe wiſe men ex- 
preſſed; for this was always uſed to be ſignified 
by the oblation of frankincenſe in their holy 
rites. $1 

In his fifth book, he dwells more frequently 
upon the worſhip that was paid'to Chriſt, as due 
to his divine nature, in excluſion of all created 
beings in heaven or in earth. He tells his op- 
ponent, © that Chriſtians were not allowed to 
worſhip angels; but they might, and did worſhip 
the Son of God.” And when he is giving him 
the reaſon why they directed their adoration to 
the Son of God, not to the ſun, moon, or ſtars, 
he argues, © that it did not become them, who 
had learned, that the Wiſdom or Son of God was 
that true light, the light of the world, the ſplen- 
dor of eternal light, infinitely tranſcending eve- 
ry thing they ſaw, to pay that divine homage to 
the lights of heaven, which they were taught 
to pay only to the intelligent Light, who is ſo 
much exalted above every creature.” 

A little after, he illuſtrates this point Mill 
further.“ As thoſe worſhippers of the fun, 
moon, and ſtars, would not adore a ſpark of 
fire, or a candle, whilſt they behold incom- 
parably more excellent lights, which they eſteem 
worthy of adoration : ſo they, who underſtand 
how God is light, and how his Son is the true 


light, which lighteth every one that cometh in- 
to 
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to the world, and .underſtand likewiſe that ſay- 
ing of his, © I am the light of the world,” would 
undeſervedly adore, as it were, a little ſpark of 
the true light, if it be compared to that light 
which is God, as it exiſts in the ſun, moon, and 
ſtars. Not that we therefore contemn thoſe won- 
derful works of God, but becauſe we would ac- 
knowledge the ſuper-excellent divinity of God, 
and of his only begotten Son, which is far above 
all other things.” | 

What can we conclude from hence, but that, 
as his argument requires, we ſhould look upon 
the ſun, moon, and ſtars, as contemptible things, 
when they are propoſed as objects of our adora- 


tion, however excellent they may be in them- 


ſelves; and that we ſhould account God the Fa- 
ther, and his only begotten Son, as alone worthy 
of this divine honor ? 

After having eſtabliſhed theſe premiſes, and 
the omnipreſence of the Son of God, although he 
had vouchſafed to dwell in our nature, he argues 
for the worſhip of God the Father, and his only 
begotten Son, rejecting the adoration of the 
heavenly lights, in this manner: © It would be 
abſurd, when he who fills heayen and earth 
(laying, Do not I fill heaven and earth?) is always 
near unto us (for we believe him, who ſays, I am 
a God at hand, and not a God afar off), to ſeek af- 
ter ſun, moon, or ſtar, which 1s not always or 
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every where preſent, to whom you would pay 
your vows.” | TT: 

In the ſame book he expreſsly declares, 
ce all prayers and ſupplications, interceſſions and 
thankſgivings, are poured forth to God, the 
Lord of all, through the High-Prieſt, who is 
greater than all Angels, the living Word, and 
God. And we are to make our ſupplications al- 
ſo to the Word himſelf, to make interceſſions to 
him, to give thanks to him, and to offer up our 
prayers to him.” —This he repeats again in lib. 
viii. where he at large defends the worſhip o of 
Chriſt againſt that trite objection, which Celſus 
takes up, that the Chriſtians worſhipped one who 
had but lately appeared in the world. To which 
Origen replies, not by denying the fact, for that 
was notorious, but by defending the practice 
upon this ground, © that the Father and Son were 
but one God; and that therefore if Celſus had 
but underſtood the meaning of what Chriſt ſays, 
c and my Father are One; or what the Son of 
God ſays in his prayer, As 7 and Thou art 
One,” he would never have imagined that we 
worſhip any but the God who 1s over all; for he 
fays, © the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 
We therefore worſhip one God, as I have ſhew- 
ed, the Father and the Son: and our reaſoning 
ſtill remains in full force againſt others: neither 
do we give divine honor to an upſtart Being, 


as if he had no exiſtence before, for we believe 
him 
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him when he ſays, Before Abrabam was, Jam. 
— We worſhip one God and his only Son, and 
word, and image, with ſupplications and prayers 
to the utmoſt of our power, offering up our pray- 
ers to God over all by his only begotten Son, to 
whom we firſt preſent them ; beſeeching him, 
who is the propitiation for our fins, as our high- 
prieſt, to convey our prayers and ſacrifices and 
interceſſions to God, the Lord of all things ;— 
for we worſhip the Father whilſt we adore the 
Son, who is his word, and wiſdom, and truth, and 
righteouſneſs, and whatever elſe we are taught 
to believe of the Son of God, begotten of ſuch 
a father “.“ It was impoſſible to ſet this argu- 
ment in-its full ſtrength without reciting thus 
much of it. What cavils have been raiſed againſt 
it by Huetius and others are completely anſwered, 
and the whole ſufficiently defended by Biſhop 
Bull“. : 

But Origen not only juſtifies the common prac- 
tice of all true Chriſtians in this reſpect; he like- 
wiſe, 1n other parts of his works, gives us his 
own directory, or a form of his private prayers to 
Jeſus Chriſt. Thus, he repeats one of his pious 
addreſſes to him: „OO Lord Jeſu, grant that I 
may deſerve to have ſome monument of me in 
thy tabernacle. I could wiſh to offer gold, or 
ſilver, or precious ſtones, with the princes of the 


* Origen, 1. 8. p. 386, 
T Vid. Bull. Def. Nic. Fid. p. 120 & ſeq, 
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people : but becauſe theſe things are above me, 
let me ar leaſt be thought worthy to have goat's 
hair in the tabernacle of God, only that I may 
not in ail things be found empty and unfruite 
5 

In another Homily, he gives us the ſenſe he 
had of his own duty: «I ought to invoke my 
Lord Jeſus, that when I ſeek he would grant me 
to find, and when I knock, that he may open to 
me .“ And in another he exhorts others to it: 
f Let us pray from our hearts to the Word of 
God, who is the only begotten of the Father, and 


who reveals him to whom he will, that he would 


vouchſafe to reveal theſe things to us alſo.” He 
concludes a Homily upon Jeremiah thus: “ being 
purified from fin before our departure out of this 
world, we may be ſaved through Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom be glory and power for ever and ever. 
Amen |.” 

But above all others is that paſſage in his Com- 
mentary on the Epiſtle to the Romans, the moſt 
remarkable, inaſmuch as it proves Chriſt to be 
God, becauſe he was called upon in prayer; and 
at the ſame time eſtabliſhes the fact, that he was 
called upon in prayer, becauſe he is God, for both 
points are included in his reaſoning. Tac 
Apoſtle,” ſays he, © in thoſe words, 1 Cor. i. 2, 


* Orig. Hom. x11. in Exod, xxv. 
+ Orig. Hom. v. in Levit, 

1 Hem. xxvi. in Numer, 
| Hom, ii. in Jerem,. 
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With all that in every place call on the name of ths 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, declares him to be God, whoſe 
name was called upon. And if to call upon the 
name of the Lord, and to adore God, be one and 
the ſelf-ſame thing, then, as Chriſt 1s called upon, 
ſo is he to be adored: and as we offer to God the 
firſt ſruit of all prayers, ſo muſt we alſo to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and as we offer ſupplications 
to the Father, ſo do we allo to the Son; and as 
we offer thankſgivings to God, ſo do we offer 


thankſgivings to our Saviour. For the Holy 


Scripture teaches us, that the ſame honor is to be 
given to both, that is, to God the Father and the 
Son, when it ſays, that they may Honor the Son, 
even as they honor the Fatber x. 

Gregory, Biſhop of Neoczſarea, ſurnamed Thau- 


maturgus, from the various miracles which he is 


ſaid to have wrought, was a ſcholar of Origen; 
and after his pupilage was ended, he wrote him 
an euchariſtical panegyric, wherein after having 
ſaid, that God the Father could not be ſufficient- 
ly praiſed by any of his creatures, he ſubjoins, 
let us now turn our praiſes and hymns to the 
Son of God, the truth, the wiſdom, the power of 
his Father ; who is in the Father, and truly united 
to him ; whom God the Father has made One 
with himſelf, who finally ſubſiſts as God the word 
in God himſelff.” In what remains of his works 
there is an ample confeſſion of his Faith, or a 
* Origen. in Rom. x; Lib. viii. p. 587. 


Ap. Op. Greg. Thaumaturg. Ed. Paris. 
| | | creed, 
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creed, which he framed for the uſe of his church, a 
in which he declared his unfeigned belief in the [1 
divinity of God the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. SM 
St. Baſil records and defends that formulary | hi 
of doxology, in which the whole Trinity was glo- 3 
fied by the churches under his government; and SA 
adds, that the ſame mode of doxology, which | 
Gregory had inſtituted, and was handed down by 4 b 
5 undoubted authority, was ſtill obſerved by the N p 
Church“. | t | | ti 
In this Century, as in the foregoing, we meet 1 p 
with ſeveral quotations from the Scriptures 4 h 
which the oppugners of the doctrine of the 1 
Trinity, and conſequently of the worſhip which f 
has been paid to every divine perſon in it, have ; 1 
pretended were never quoted by the primitive | y 
writers, much leſs in the ſenſe which the advocates | , 
for that doctrine and that practice have main- . : 
tained. It is the more extraordinary, that they \ 


ſhould ſtill perſiſt in ſuch an aſſertion, and call 4 

this a novel doctrine, or even a corruption of I ( 

Chriſtianity, when they muſt know, if they have , 

read any of their works, that we have abundant 3 | 

teſtimony in every age to confute them. 3 
Novatian, for inſtance, who though a ſchiſma- 4 

tic in ſome reſpects, yet was thoroughly orthodox £ 

in this, has quoted our Saviour's words in St. John, 

as a proof of his Divinity. © If,” ſays he, © Chriſt 

wereonly a Man, how could he ſay, Iand my Father 


* Baſil, de Sp, Sand. ad Apphiloch. c. xxix. 
. are 
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are One? For how is it, I and my Father are one, 
[unum] if he be not both Son and God? who 
may therefore be ſaid to be One, as he is from 
him, and as he is his Son, and as he is begotten 
of him, and as he came from him, by which he is 
very God “.“ | 


In his 13th chapter, where he quotes ſeveral 
places from the New Teſtament, the following 
paſſage cannot but be admired, as ſingularly per- 
tinent in its reaſoning : © Whereas it is the pro- 
perty of none but God to know the ſecrets of the 
heart, and yet Chriſt knows what 7s in man: 
whereas it is in the power of none but Godto 


forgive ſins, yet-Chriſt does forgive ſins : whereas 


it is of no man to come down from Heaven, and 
yet he deſcended from thence : whereas' no man 
could utter that ſaying, I and my Father are One, 
and Chriſt alone, from a conſciouſneſs of his Di- 
vinity, ſaid it: and whereas, finally, the Apoſtle 
Thomas, furniſhed as he was with every proof of 


Chriſt's Divinity, ſaid in anſwer to him, My Lord 


and my God: whereas the Apoſtle St. Paul writes 
in his Epiſtle, J/hoje are the Fathers, and from 
whom, according to the fleſh, Chriſt came, who 15 
over all, God bleſſed for evermore : whereas the 
ſame Apoſtle declares, that he was made /uch, no! 
by men, or through man, but through Feſus Chrift : 
whereas he contends that he learned the Goſpel, 


* Novat. Lib, de Trin. c, xxili. 
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not of men, but by Jeſus Chriſt : upon all theſe 
accounts we mult conclude, that Chriſt is God.” 

Cyprian abounds in many parts of his works 
with quotations to this purpoſe, both from the 
Old and New Teſtaments; but his uſe of that 
famous text of St. John, 1 Ep. v. 7, the au- 
thenticity of which has been ſo much queſtioned, 
and its application by any of the primitive writers 


denied, is of all others the moſt in point. This 


text he profeſſedly cites. twice in his. works. In 
his book de Unitate Eccleſiæ, towards the conclu- 
ſion, in ſo many words: © Of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, it is written, Theſe three are One“. 
So far is it from being true, what we hear perpe- 
tually ſuggeſted, that theſe words were inſerted 
into St. John's text after the Arian controverſy 
was ſet on foot ; for Cyprian was dead before that 
timeF. 

In his Epiſtle to Jubaianus 4, he proves that 
ks, adminiſtered in the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
only, 1s invalid, from the command of our Savi- 
our to baptize all nations in the whole and un- 
divided Trinity : without a ſolemn invocation of 
theſe three perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
he continually argues, that the baptiſm could be 
of no effect; he calls it heretical, and inſiſted 
upon a re-baptiſm, wherever the name of one of 


* Cyprian, de Unit. Eccleſ. c. iv, 

+ It is probable that he ſuffered martyrdom, A, D. 258. 
f Ep. Lxx11. 

them 
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them was omitted. The paſſage of this Epiſtle, 
wherein he diſputes ſo warmly againſt the admiſ- 
ſion of thoſe into the Church who had not been 
baptized according to this original form, is very 
remarkable. —“ If,” ſays he, a man can be bap- 
tized by heretics (i. e. effectually), he may like- 
wiſe obtain remiſſion of ſins: if he may obtain 
remiſſion of ſins, he may be ſanctiſied, and be 
made the Temple of God. I aſk, of what God ? 
If it be faid of God the Creator, he cannot be his 
Temple without believing in him. If of Chriſt, 
it is impoſſible, who believes not Chriſt to be God. 
If of the Holy Ghoſt, ſeeing theſe three are one, 
how can the Holy Spirit bereconciled to him, who 
is at enmity either with the Father or the Son?“ 
It is pretended by ſome, who want to ſupport 
a weak cauſe by every argument they can invent, 
that when Cyprian cites that famous text of St. 
Paul, Rom. ix. 5, Chrift came, who is over all, 
God bleſſed for ever. Amen : he leaves out the word 
God, in his book againſt the Jews“. But if 
they would have conſulted either Manutius or 
Morellius, they might have found the word 
Deus in their copies, and that it was like- 
wiſe in both the manuſcripts which Pamelius 
uſed. Indeed, Cyprian's reaſon for producing 
the text, obliges us to believe that he produced 
it entire; for it was to prove quod Deus Chriftus ; 
and he muſt have been a bad reaſoner indeed, if 


ba Cyp. I, ii. ad v. Jud. eap. v. : 
he 
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he had omitted the only word that could prove 


his point. But his maſter Tertullian had applied 


the ſame text to the ſame purpoſe, and it is not 
likely that he ſhould differ from him in ſo mate- 


rial a doctrine. Tertullian's words are expreſs, 


Solum autem Chriftum potero Deum dicere, 


ſicut idem Apoſtolus : ex quibus Chriſtus, qui 


eſt (inquit) Deus ſuper omnia benedictus in 
ævum omne *. Eraſmus catches at this omiſſion 
in Cyprian, and mentions the like in Hilary on 
the cxxiid Pſalm: but he confeſſes that it may 
have been owing to the negligence of tranſcrib- 
ers. With reſpect to Hilary, there can be no 


doubt how he underſtood it; for in his books de 


Trinitate, he has clearly expreſſed himſelf : Non 
ignorat Paulus Chriſtum Deum, dicens, Quorum 
ſunt patres, & ex quibus Chriſtus, qui eſt ſuper 
omnia Deus. Non hic creatura in Deum depu- 
tatur, ſed creaturarum Deus eſt, qui ſuper omnia 
Deus eſt. Nevertheleſs, Eraſmus confeſſes too, 
that if it is to be interpreted of a benediction to 
God the Father, for the many peculiar bleſſings 
beſtowed upon the nation of the Jews, ſtill it 


may include, as various other ſuch benedictions 


do in the Scripture, the whole Trinity in this 
act of devotion. 

Cypriau moreover quotes the Epiſtle to the 
Philippians, ch. ii. ver. 5, 6, in exact agreement 
with our Engliſh verſion, Non rapinam ar- 


_ * Tertul. adv. Prax. 
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bitratus eſt eſſe ſe æqualem Deo; bought it not 


robbery to be equal with God: ſignifying plainly, 4 
that Chriſt, as he was originally in the form of "y of 
God, could think, without arrogance, and with- 1 
out any injury done to the dignity of God the 1 
Father, that he was eſſentially equal with God, 5 
though he afterwards emptied himſelf, that is, : 
of that divine majeſty which he had before, or 5 
made himſelf of no reputation, appearing be- | N 
neath his native dignity, and taking upon him of 


the human nature. 

Cyprian proves from Rev. xxt. v. 6, 7*, that 
the Father is eternal; and he alſo interprets this 
of Chriſt, proving his eternity from his divinity. 
It is true- indeed, that throughout this whole 
book of Revelation, He that ſat upon the throne, 
and the Lamò, are diſtinguiſhed from each other: 
but -yet in chap. xx. ver. IT, 12, None but 
Chriſt can be underitood, as fitting upon the 
throne, and judging the world, and therefore here 
too, He that /at upon the throne, ver. 5, and He 
that called himſelf Alpha and Omega, ver. 6, 
may well be underſtood of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son 
of God. 

Dionyſius Romanus proves his eternity and di- 
vinity from the expreſſion of his being in the * 

Father, as his word, his wiſdom, and his pow- | 4 
er, upon theſe firſt principles of Theology, that 
* whatever is in God, is God; and then, © what- 


* Lib. Us Co os adv. Jud. 
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30 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


ever is God is eternal. But Chriſt ſays of him- 
ſelf, JI am in the Father, ergo, &c *.”” 

His name-ſake Dionyſus, Biſhop of Alexan- 
dria, who was co-temporary with him, and is 
called by Euſebius, Baſil and others, the Great, 
has an alluſion to St. Paul's expreſſion, juſt now 
mentioned, in his epiſtle againſt Paulus Samoſa- 
tenus r, for he ſpeaks of Chriſt, © as God over 
all, our refuge: and in another page (290), 
cc who is God over all, the Lord and God of If. 
rae], Jeſus Chriſt :” and again, in another page 
(284), he ſpeaks of the © Holy Spirit, _ 
ing in the ſhape of a dove.” 

We may well expect to meet with many ci- 
tations from the Scriptures in Origen's works, 
who collated ſo many verſions of the Old Teſta- 
ment with the original, and wrote ſo many com- 
mentaries and homilies upon the Goſpels and 
Epiſtles : we have already quoted ſome in proof 
of our main point, and it would be endleſs 
to produce all F.—In his firſt book againſt Celſus, 
he ſays, that the gifts, which the wiſe men 
brought in adoration of Chriſt, were ſymbolical 
of his compound nature, divine and human: 
gold, as to a King; myrrh, as to one who was 
to die; and frankincenſe, as to God:“ as having 
divine worſhip due to him; of which frankin- 


* Ap. Athan. in lib. de Synod, Nic. Decret.—Ex Epiſt, 


Dionyſ. contr. Sabellianos. 


+ Bibl. P. tom. ii, p. 289. 1 See page 67. 
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cenſe was always reckoned the outward and vi- 
ſible fign. 

Again, He Aiſtinguiſhes the divine and hu- 
man nature from the words of Chriſt himfelf. 
We believe Jeſus, ſpeaking of the divinity that 
was in him, I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life : but ſpeaking of his humanity, thus; Now 
ye ſeek to kill me, a man, who have told you the 
truth from the beginning. —Origen argued too for 
the divinity of Chrift, as Diony/ius Romanus did, 
from his other words, I am in the Father. And 
thus both the Ante-nicene and Poſt-nicene Fa- 
thers commonly argued from the ſame text. 

Origen likewiſe proves Chriſt to be God from his 
being called upon in prayer (and from the work 
of our ſalvation ; for who elſe could ſave us, and 
bring the ſoul to God, but God the word “?); for 
the Apoſtle, ſays he, in thoſe words, 1 Cor. i. 2, 
With all that call on the name of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, declares him to be God whoſe name was 
called upon . For if to call upon the name of 
the Lord, and to worſhip God, be one and the 
ſelf-ſame thing; then as Chriſt is called upon, ſo 
is he worſhipped, as God. 

I ſhall cloſe this Century with the teſtimony of 
Lucian the martyr, as he is called, Preſbyter of 
the church of Antioch, who ſuffered in the per- 
ſecution under Maximinus; one of great eminence 
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82 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


in the Church for his knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, and zeal for religion. He has left a creed, 
as it is preſerved by Athanaſius *, wherein, after 
declaring his belief © in one God the Father, and 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his only begotten Son; 


God, by whom all things were made; he goes 


on to deſcribe his nature more fully, in alluſions 
to ſeveral expreſſions in holy ſcripture—< The 
expreſs image of his father's divinity, ſubſtance, 
power, and glory: the firſt-born of every crea- 
ture; who was in the beginning with God; 
God the word, as it is ſaid in the Goſpel ; and 
the word was God: by whom all things were made, 
and in whom all things ſubſiſt : who in theſe laſt 
days came down from Heaven, and was born of 
the Virgin, according to the Scriptures, And 
in the Holy Spirit, who is given to all for conſo- 
lation, and ſanctification, and conſummation ; as 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt commanded his diſciples, 


ſaying, Go and teach all nations, baptizing all in the 
name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit.” 
Hitherto we may obſerve, that every accuſa- 
tion which was brought againſt the tenets or the 
practice of the primitive Chriſtians, by their ad- 
verſaries, was the ſame in ſubſtance with that 
which Pliny found to be alledged againſt them 
from the beginning; and is a proof in point, 
that they all along worſhipped Chriſt as God; 


* Lib. de Synod. Arim. & Selenc, tom. i. p. 232 & So- 


crat. Hiſt, Eccles. 7 ii. Co IO, 
and 


Frm on ͤ ꝶ f LE ICU EN CEE Os 3 
ts * 2 


CENTURY THE THIRD. 83 


and that every vindication which they offered for 
themſelves, manifeſted the ſame invariable prin- 
ciple upon which they acted. They never diſ- 
ſembled, that the allegation was not true ; they 
confeſſed their deeds openly before their judges ; 
and for this good confeſſion, which they boldly 
witneſſed, they patiently ſubmitted to the ſe- 
vereſt tortures of perſecution and death; glory- 
ing in the bitterneſs of martyrdom; which, they 
were well aſſured, would not fail to be their lot, 
for their ſteady adherence to what they profeſſed. 
For they generally breathed out their ſouls in the 
ſpirit and language of St. Stephen, the firſt mar- 
tyr Lord Jeſus, receive our ſpirits, 
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T the very beginning of this Century, 
when the perſecution under Diocleſian raged 
the hotteſt, and martyrdoms of the moſt cruel 
kind increaſed daily, Ladtantius undertook the 
defence of oppreſſed Chriſtianity, in a very ele- 
gant work, conſiſting of ſeven books, which he 
called Divine Inſtitutions: and though it is pro- 
bable, that at this time he knew but little of the 
Scriptures, yet he ſtren uouſly defended the ca- 
tholic doctrine. In the firſt book he treats of the 
falſe Religion, wherein he proves a Providence; 
and next, that there is but one God, who made 
and governs the world; confuting, as he goes 
along, the Religion of the Gentiles, and ſhew- 
ing, by various arguments, that the deities which 
they worſhipped, were altogether unworthy of 
© 0p the 
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36 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


the title. In the fourth book, he treats of the true 


Wiſdom, wherein he diſplays the true knowledge 


of Chriſt, both as to his divine and human na- 
ture : and inquires, with great acuteneſs, how 
it is, that the confeſſing of both Father and Son 
to be God, can conſiſt with the Unity of the 

Godhead. | 
When he is upon this ſubje&, he introduces 
the old objection, which had been always caſt as 
a reproach upon the chriſtians ; that, as they 
profeſſed to worſhip only one God, how was it 
that they likewiſe, in fact, worſhipped a mere 
man, and one who had been put to an ignomini— 
ous death by men : to which he replies, © When 
we mention God the Father, and God the Son, we 
do not ſpeak of any thing diverſe from each other, 
nor do we disjoin one from the other: for neither 
can he be a Father without the Son, nor can the 
Son be divided from the Father : foraſmuch as 
neither can the Father be called ſo without the 
Son, nor can the Son be begotten without the 
Father. Since then the Father makes the Son, 
and the Son makes the Father, there is one Mind, 
one Spirit, and one Subſtance to both two perſons 
and one God; therefore both to be worſhipped 
alike, and that, without the imputation of wor— 
ſhipping two Gods, whilſt we profeſs to worſhip 
only one.“ This is implied, indeedit is included, 
in Lactantius's argument, or it can mean nothing 
in anſwer to the objection. This unity of ſub- 
ſtance 
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ſtance he illuſtrates by the ſun and its rays, or a 
fountain and its ſtreams : which is an illuſtration 
that many of the primitive fathers have adopted. 


When baptiſm was at firſt inſtituted by our 


Lord, he commanded it to be univerſally admi- 
niſtered in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; which was under- 
ſtood to be a ſolemn rite of initiation into the 
faith, ſervice, and worſhip of the three perſons in 
the holy Trinity, as the only true and living God, 
of equal divinity, equal authority, and therefore 
as equally objects of divine adoration. Thus the 
firſt Chriſtians underſtood it, and thus it had been 
religiouſly obſerved to that time, or the Here- 
tics would not have taken the pains to per- 
ſuade their followers to alter the regular form, 
that they might, by ſuch means, corrupt the doc- 
trine, 

Accordingly Epiphanius tells us, that in his 
time, which was in this fourth Century, they be- 
gan to baptize in the name of the Father un- 
create, the Son created by the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt created by the Son“. And at other 
times, they interpreted the form, as we ſhall ſee 
afterwards they did the doxology, to ſuit their own 
purpoſe, which they now began to forward with 


all their might, in the name of the Father, by the 
Son, in the Holy Ghoſt. Thus the Paulianiſts, 
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who were diſciples of Paulus Samoſatenus the Bi- 
ſhop of Anticch, in the third Century, found them- 
ſelves obliged (as they denied the divinity of 
Chriſt), in ſupport of their peculiar tenets, eſſen- 
tially to change the uſual form of baptiſm, though 
they wanted to ſave appearances under the diſ- 
guiſe. The council of Nice however oppoſed the 
attempt, and expreſsly ordered, as neceſſary to 
ſtop the Hereſy, that all thoſe who had been thug 
E E baptized by theſe inſinuating heretics, ſhould be 
re- baptized: adjudging their former baptiſm to 
be irregular and void. 

To guard againſt the influence of theſe inno- 
vations in the catholic faith, as much as they 
could, it was become a prudent cuſtom in the pri- 
mitive church, to inſtruct the catechumens, pre- 
viouſly to their baptiſm, in the doctrine of the 
Trinity more eſpecially*, that they might not be 
in danger of falling into thoſe errors which might 
diſqualify them from becoming members of the 
true Church of Chriſt, or diſgrace their profeſſion 
after they had been thus ſolemnly admitted into 
it, by any unworthy conceptions of their Lord 
and Maſter. Therefore the Apoſtolical Conſtitu- 
tion requires, that the Biſhop ſhould always ixvo- 
cate over them who are baptized, the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ſeverally, upon pain 
of being depoſed if he did not f. And beſides 
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this, the baptiſm was declared null and void with- 
out it: for the perſon ſo baptized, ſays Athanaſius, 
that is, in the name of one perſon only in the i 
cred Trinity, is ſtill uninitiated, 

That the perſons in the Godhead might not be 
confounded in the invocation of each prayer, the 
third council of Carthage, A. D. 397, made a de- 
cree, ut nemo in precibus vel patrem pro filia, 
vel filium pro patre nominet, that no one might 
change the name of the Father for the Son, or of 
the Son for the Father f. 

And leſt all this ſnould not be enough to pre- 
ſerve the true faith, as it was originally collected 
from Chriſt's commiſſion, from being corrupted 
or loſt, the ancient Church had introduced a ſig- 
nificant cuſtom, which, one would have thought, 
might have preſerved it effectually: that of 
the trine immerſion at baptiſm; whereby the 
perſon, being thrice dipped, which was the uſage 
of thoſe times, at the mention of each perſon in 
the Trinity, was ſuppoſed to be completely bap- 
tized in the full belief of that article of the chriſ- 
tian faith. 

Tertullian mentions this practice more than 
once. We are dipped,” ſays he, © not once, but 
thrice, at the naming of the three perſons, and in 
the name of the three perſons .“ But St. Am- 


* Athan. Ep. ad. Serap. tom. I. p. 204. 

+ Carthag. Concil. iii. Can. 23. 

{ Tertul. Adverſ, Prax, and again—in Lib. de Ceron, 
Milito, c. iii. 
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90 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


roſe, in this Century, explains it ſtill more fully: | 
«© Thou waſt aſked at thy baptiſm, Doſt thou be- 
lieve in God the Father Almighty? And thou 
didſt reply, I believe, and waſt dipped. A ſecond 
time thou waſt aſked, Doſt thou believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord? Thou didſt anſwer again, I be- 
lieve, and waſt dipped. A third time the queſ- 
tion was repeated, Doſt thou believe in the Holy 
Ghoſt ? And the anſwer was, I believe: then thou 
waſt dipped the third time“.“ 

Jerom likewiſe explains the practice of trine 
immerſion, which he derives, as do both Tertul- 
lian and Baſil , from Apoſtolical tradition, and ] 
ſtill retained in the Church, to the ſame purpoſe : A. 
for he makes the ceremony to be a ſymbol of the F 
Unity, as well as of the Trinity. © We are thrice 
dipped in the water,” ſays he, © that the myſtery of 

the Trinity may appear to be but one. We are 
not baptized in the names of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, but in one name, which is God. And 
therefore though we be thrice put under water, | 
to repreſent the myſtery of the Trinity, yet it is 
reputed but one baptiſm !” 

The leaſt that we can conclude from theſe teſ- 
timonies is, that either we are thus ſolemnly de- 
voted to the worſhip of them, who by nature are 
no Gods, but mere creatures, or non-entities, 


q | i * Ambroſ. de Sacram. I. 11. c. 7. 
| + Tertul. ut ſup. & Baſil. de Sp. San. c. xxvii. 
t Hieron. contr, Lucifer, c. iv. & Lib, ii. in Epheſ. iv. 
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which is repugnant to reaſon: or, that we are 
commanded to derogate, in the moſt blaſphemous 
manner, from the ſole prerogative of the ſupreme 
Godhead, by giving his honor to others, which 
Religion forbids: or, which is free from all con- 
demnation, that the three perſons, who are ſup- 
poſed to convey to us, by this ſacrament, a fœde- 
ral right to all the privileges and bleſſings of the 
Goſpel-covenant, are equally objects of our pray- 
ers, equally able to anſwer our prayers, and there- 
ſore are equally divine. 

And not only in the rite of baptiſm, but in 
many other parts of divine worſhip, the ſervice of 
the church was purpoſely framed to preſerve this 
doctrine pure and uncorrupted. Origen ſays, that 
ee the water in baptiſm was conſecrated, by an in- 
vocation, of the divine Majeſty of the adorable 
Trinity“: and Cyril ſays, the bread and wine in 
the Euchariſt was, in like manner, conſeerated by 
invocation of the adorable Trinity f. Agreeably 
to this, and to what had been, in a very early age, 
appointed by the Liturgy of the Church, and was 
ſtill continued down to this time, we find, in the 
12th chapter of the Conſtitutions, the prayer at 
the oblation concludes thus : © To thee belongs 
all glory, and worſhip, and thankſgiving, and 
adoration, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, now and for ever, throughout all ages, 


* Origen. tom. vi. in Joan. ap. Baſil, de, Sp. Sanct. c. 
xxix. 


} Cyril. Catech, Myſt. i. n. 4. 
world 
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world without end. Amen”. In the next chap. 
ter the prayer after conſecration ends in the ſame 
manner. In the 15th chapter the Biſhop delivers 
a thankſgiving in the like words: and in other 
parts of this collection of rituals there are many 
ſuch doxologies conſtantly uſed; all which are un- 
deniable inſtances of the worſhip that was paid to 
the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, as well as to the 
Father. | 

Theſe doxologies have been mentioned before, 
as indeed they might have been in every Centu- 
ry; but I have reſerved the full inveſtigation of 
them to this, both becauſe it will beſt appear that 
they have been the conſtant language of the 
Church, and becauſe the writers after, as well as 
before the Nicene Council, have borne teſtimony 
to the uſe of them in conſtant ſucceſſion, from the 
beginning of chriſtianity to that time. I ſhall 
therefore now endeayour to trace them from the 
firſt. 

In order to this I ſhall go back to the uſage of 
the Jewiſh church, from whence they were origi— 
nally derived, and ſhew the authority which the 
chriſtian church had for continuing them, 

Iſaiah 1s emphatically ſtyled the Evangelical pro- 
phet, becauſe he nearly approaches, in many of 
his revelations, to the ſpirit of the Goſpel. Thus, 
among many others particularly deſcriptive of 
Chriſt's kingdom, which is his Church, in his vi- 
ſion of the Schetinah, he has repreſented the Sera- 
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phims chanting to each other the glory of the 
Godhead, in the very ſame 7ri/agium in which 
the Apoſtle has deſcribed them proclaiming the 
divine majeſty in his viſion of the heavenly 
choir. | | 

« And one cried unto another, and ſaid, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hoſts.” Ifai. vi. 3. 
Similar to which is the voice of the heavenly 
Hoſt in the Apocalyptic prophecy, © And they 
reſt not day and night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Ho- 
ly, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and 
is to come.“ Rev. iv. 8. What important truths 
the Jewiſh church collected from this paſſage in 
Iſaiah will appear from their Talmud, which is 
the beſt collection they have of the writings of 
the Jewiſh Doctors upon the Old Teſtament. 

Galatine has produced two expoſitions of this 
Text, which are ſtrictly applicable to our pur- 
poſe“: The one is taken from the illuſtrious 
Rabbi Simeon, who has left a remarkable com- 
ment upon it: d eim that is, Holy, this is the 
Father : qa den m5: that 1s, Holy, this is the Son: 


wn m1 gym: that is, Holy, this is the Holy 


irit:— The other is from a paraphraſt of very 
conſiderable note for the purity of his ſtyle, and 
his many uſeful explanations of the prophetic 
language, Jonathan, the fon of Uzziel, the chal- 
dee paraphraſt, who probably lived about the 


® Galat. de Arcan. Cath. Verit. I. ii. c. 1. 


time 
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time of the firſt publication of the Goſpel. He td 
paraphraſes upon the Text juſt in the words of P 
the old Jewiſh language, the two languages being = £2 
greatly alike, if not, as ſome learned men have = 
imagined, originally the ſame. For thus his f 
5 verſion ſupplies the whole ſenfe, which was ge- nm: 
1 nerally put upon the Prophets Na win, Holy, ; 1s 
| Father: xw m, Holy, Son: werd w, Holy, Hoh = + 
i} Ghoſt *. | 4 
we ; St. John undoubtedly alludes to this riſagiun = 1 
Þ# of the Prophet in the doxology which the four 1 { 
1 beaſts are repreſented, in his viſion, to have ſung BH 7 
1 continually before the throne of the Lord God i 
BH Almighty, Rev. iv. 8, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord n 
46 God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to l 
FI come. —W herein that they adore one God, and 
ii in that one God three Holies, is ſignified by the 
A 1 repetition, which both Grotius and Eraſmus found ] 
* to be threefold in moſt of the manuſcripts; and | 
1 an older Commentator than either of them un- | 
q Fl derſtood to denote, as the Jews did before, a | 
# Triaity of perſons in the Unity of eſſence, to be | 
: * equally and jointly adored and worſhipped, by 
ft the church on earth, and the choir in Heaven}. 
8 Accordingly, the primitive church copied the 
Tl hymn, which they called the 7ri/agion from theſe 
1 * Vid. Hackſpan. in loc. Maimon. More Neyoc. p. 1. 
17 c. 62: and Allix's Judg. ch. 11. 
Fi T Vid, Menoch, in loc. & Piſcator, vid. etiam Athanaſ. 
1 Diſp. contr. Ariam, p. 146. 
* two 
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two divine originals : for St. Chry/oftom ſays ex- 
preſsly, that 1t was in the ſame words that the 
Seraphim ſung in the prophecy of Iſaiah. He 


mentions its being uſed in ſeveral parts of the 
ſervice of the Church, and more eſpecially at the 


Communion-table *. Among his works , there 


is a homily of Severianus, Biſhop of Gabala, 
which ſhews in what ſenſe the Church in his time 
underſtood the triple repetition of the word Holy ; 
for he explains the hymn, as it was cuſtomarily 
ſung, juſt as the old Rabbies did the prophecy, 
« Holy is the Father: Holy is the Son: Holy 
is the Holy Gholt.”'—St. Jerom too ſpeaks of the 
cherubical hymn being ſung in the church, at 
this time, as a public and religious confeſſion of 
the adorable Trinity J. 

Athanaſius, in his diſpute with the Arians, 
proves the Unity of the Father and the Son from 
the Apoſtle's having joined them together in 
prayer (1 Theſ. iii. 11.) : God himſelf and our fa- 
ther, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt direct our way un- 
to you. No man,“ he argues from hence, © could 
pray to receive any thing from the father and the 
angels, or from any other of the creatures; nei- 
ther could any man ſay, God and the angels give 


* Chryſcſt. Hom. i. de verb, Iſa. t. iii. p. 834. & Hom. 
vi. in Seraphim. p. 890. 

T Tom. vi. Hom. 37. 

3 Hieron. de 42 Manſionibus in init. 
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me this*.” But to what purpoſe would he have 
urged this argument, had not the church uſed 
the ſame invocation of Chriſt, together with the 
Father, in her prayers at this time? He would 
not have laid himſelf open, by the uſe of ſuch 
reaſoning, to be refuted by the practice of the 
Church, if that had been different from the Apoſ- 
tles. But with reſpect to our worſhip,” ſays he 
in another place, the Arians themſelves muſt 
know, that we who worſhip the Lord in the fleſh, 
do not worſhip a creature, but the creator clothed 
in a created body. Far be it from us to worſhip 
a creature ; ſuch a deluſion ſuits only the Hea- 
thens or the Arians, but we worſhip the Lord of 
all creatures, the Word of God incarnate .“ — 
And again, at the concluſion of the ſame Epiſtle 
to Philadelphus, © the faith of the catholic church 
acknowledges the Word of God to be the creator 
and maker of all things; and we certainly know, 
that the word was in the beginning, and that the 
Word was with God, and that very Word we wor- 


ſhip, which was made man for our ſalvation. 


Hilary Biſhop of Poictiers, who wrote twelve 
books upon the Trinity, ſent a morning and an 
evening hymn, now prefixed to his works, in an 
Epiſtle to his daughter Ara, which is conceiv- 
ed in the form of a prayer to Chriſt, for preſerva- 


* Athan. Orat. 1v. contr. Arianos. 
+ Athan. Ep. ad Philadelphum Epiſc. V. I. p. 157, & 160- 
2 Hiller, Ep. ad Fib, Abram. 

tion 
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tion from the perils of the day and night; and 
concludes with the common glorification of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt.—< Glory to thee, 
O Lord—Glory to the only begotten—With'the 
Spirit the Comforter, now, and throughout all 
ages,” — Can we ſuppoſe that Hilary would have 
miſled his daughter, whoſe religious principles he 
had endeavoured with the utmoſt carefulneſs to 
ſettle, into the fatal errors of a falſe worſhip, if he 
had ſuſpected in the leaſt, that the worſhip of the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, equally with the Fa- 
ther, had been inconſiſtent with the Scriptures, or 
repugnant to the practice of the Chriſtian church ? 

Agreeably to this was the conſtant uſage in the 
primitive church of the Gloria Patri, which makes 
a part of all the ancient Liturgies* ; and was in- 
tended from the very beginning of Chriſtianity, 
as Clemens Alexandrinus has informed usF, to give 
Glory to the only Father, with the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt. And to ſhew how jealous they were of pre- 
ſerving this form of glorification to the three per- 
ſons in the Godhead, without the leaſt diminution 
of that divine honor which they thought due to 
each, we may obſerve, that when the Arians ſub- 
tilely attempted to new-model it, that it might 
not claſh with their own principles, which were in 
direct diſſonance with the ſenſe of the Church; fo 


* See the Liturgies of Chryſoſtom and Baſil, 
+ Clem. Alex. Pædagog. I. ili. c. 12. 


H | far 
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far were they from admitting even the ſuſpicious. 
form, in which the others would have put it, 
Glory be to the Father, by the Son, in the Holy 
Ghoſt, that they not only rejected the alteration, 
as heretical, and ſharply reproved them for ſuch 
an innovation“; but, to guard againſt any future 
attempt, they likewiſe enlarged the old form, and 
annexed it to their Liturgies, with © Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghoſt, now and ever, world without endF.” 


Theodoret and Sozomen, the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 
rians, have both mentioned the difference that 
aroſe in the church of Antioch, about the year 
349, occaſioned by the alteration which was at- 
tempted to be made in this hymn by the Arians. 
In their choirs, while they praiſed God together, 
as the manner was, at the end of the Pſalms, 
which they ſung, it appeared what opinion every 
man held : foraſmuch as they glorified, ſome the 
Father and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; others 
the Father by the Son, in the Spirit: the one ſort 
thereby declaring themſelves to embrace the Son's 
equality with the Father, as the Council of Nice 
had defined ; the other fort, againſt the Council 
of Nice, his inequality 4.“ 


* Theodoret, I. ii. c. 24. 

+ Vid, Not. in Socrat. I. i. c. 21; & Athan. de Virgin. 
P- 105 1. Ia a very ancient form it runs, Glory be to the Fa- 
ther, and to the Son, in the Unity of the Holy Ghoſt. 

J Theod. I. i. c. 24; & Sozom. |. iv. c. 19. 
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The doxology uſed in our Liturgy, Glory be 
to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is well calculated both againft 
Arians and Socinians, Baſil derives in its original, 
t Tig Tov Ameogronwv Tapudgoeus, from the tradition 
of the Apoſtles themſelves ; and cites this doxo- 
logy from Clemens, the ſcholar of the Apoſtles, and 
from Dionyſius of Alexandria, who was living 
A. D. 200*“; whence it is evident, that it was 
uſed in every age. | 

In after ages, the Weſtern Church, excepting the 
Roman, in a Council, held A. D. $529, at Vaiſon 
in Gallia , that it might be made ſtill ſtronger 
in favour of the orthodox tenets, added the next 
verſicle, as it now ſtands in our Liturgy ; As it 
was in the beginning, &c. declaring by this addi- 
tion againſt the Arians, who maintained that there 
was a time before Chriſt had any beginning; and 
declaring too, that this was the primitive form, 
and the old eſtabliſhed way of praiſing God. 

Some have aſcribed this latter clauſe to the 
Council of Nice; and others have alleged, that the 
Church received it by common conſent, in con- 
formity to the doctrine of that Council. There is 
no doubt, but it is very ancient; whether before 
that Council we cannot tell; but it might, for 
aught we know, be uſed from that time. If the 
Epiſtle to Damaſus, under the name of Ferom, be 


* Bafil de Sp. San&. c. xxvii. & xxix. 
+ Concil. Vaſenſe, c. iii. | 
H 2 genuine, 
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genuine, it is probably thus old; for there he ad- 
viſes Damaſus to order, that in the Roman church, 
at the end of every pſalm, there ſhould be added, 
Glory be to the Father, &c. at full length“. 

This ſhort hymn, as it is often called, was of 
univerſal uſe, and was the invariable form of giv- 
ing praiſe to the Godhead, at the cloſe of almoſt 
every office in the church. The Weſtern Church, 
in the time of Tertullian , repeated it at the end 
of every pſalm, and the Eaſtern, at the end of the 
laſt pſalm. Many of their prayers too were after- 
wards concluded with it, particularly the conſe- 
cration prayer at the Euchariſt; and it was the 
uſual concluſion of their Sermons. For ſo Baſil 
has teſtified in his vindication of his own uſage of 
this form at the end of his ſermons: againſt 
the charge of innovation for this, he replies, 


4 ce that it had been conſtantly done throughout 
14 every age, by Clemens Romanus, Ireneus, Origen, 
8 Chry/oftom, and others, both before and after Arius, 
{| whoſe ſermons he had ſeen, and they always ended 


with a doxology to the Trinity“. Indeed, theſe 


* were the very words with which their ſermons 
Ns were generally concluded : * That we may ob- 
14 tain eternal life through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, 
FM with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all glory 
. and power, world without end;“ as may be ſeen 


1 * Hieron. Ep. ad Damaſ. liii. 
1. + V. Tertul. de Spectac. c. xxv. 
F | T Baſil de Spirit. Sant. c. xxix 
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in the Homilies of Chryſoſtom, Baſil, Auſtin, and 

moſt others. | 3 
But the moſt juſtly celebrated, and moſt ſub- 
f lime hymn, that this or any other age could ever 
b boaſt of, is what is commonly called Te Deum. 
| The moſt general opinion has been, that it was 
compoſed by St. Ambroſe, or by him and St. Au- 


tin jointly 3; though others have doubted whether 4 
either of them had any hand in it. It is certain, 4 
however, that Ambroſe wrote ſeveral hymns for 1 


the uſe of the Church, and more particularly ſome 
againſt the Arians 7o the glory of the Holy Trinity. | 
Of this he gives an account himſelf in his tract 1 

. 


againſt Auxentius *. They allege”, ſays he, 
ce that the people are deceived or miſled by the q 
poetry of my hymns; nor do I altogether deny | 1 
this : for what can be more powerful than the 4 
confeſſion of the Trinity, which 1s daily celebrated 
by the mouth of all the people ? They all zealouſly 4 
ſtrive to confeſs the faith: they all know how to F 
celebrate the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in | 4 
verſe.” Well might the heretics ſay of him, as 
the Jews did of Chriſt, Nay, but be deceiveth the | 
people: and upon much the ſame grounds. 4 


St. Auſtin ſays, theſe hymns were ſung, as the 1 
pſalms were, in the alternate way, verſe for verſe, | 
by the people, in his time: and we are ſure 


'* Ambrof. Orat. contr. Auxen, ad calcem, Ep. xxxii. 1 
7 Aug. Confeſſ. I. ix. Co 7. f 1 
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they were continued in uſe in the following ages, 

for the fourth Council of Toledo, Ann. 633, men- 

tions them. St. Ambroſe ſpeaks likewiſe of the 

uſe of that ancient hymn the Tri/agium, when the 

ſacrifice was offered, the prieſt and the people 

ſaying, © Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hoſts, 

all the earth is full of thy glory *.” Jerom too in 

.v | his time mentions the uſe of the Triſagium, or che- 
44 | rubical hymn, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of 
il Sabbaoth, which they ſung as a confeſſion of 
the Holy Trinity, exactly in the words of the 


Te Deum. 
I have mentioned all theſe circumſtances to 


ſhew how probable it 1s, notwithſtanding what 

has been ſaid to the contrary, that St. Ambroſe 

might be the author of this ſolemn hymn. It 

is directly levelled againſt the hereſy of the 

' Arians, as St. Auſtin affirms all his were. It is 

calculated by its compoſition to be ſung in the 

Church, as his uſed to be; exactly, indeed, in his 

ſtyle and manner of writing in ſhort ſentences : 

from all which peculiar circumſtances we may 

ſafely conclude, that it was the production of 

7 this century ; and none ſo likely to be the au- 
#3 thor of it as St. Ambroſe. 

It begins with a ſolemn addreſs of univerſal 

praiſe to God the Father, wherein all the inha- 

bitants of heaven and earth are ſaid to join, in 


40 Ambroſ. de Spirit. Sandt; 
the 
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the words more eſpecially of the Ttriſagium, or 
cherubical hymn ; and agreeably to the ſenſe of 
this, the holy church, throughout all the Chriſ- 
tian world, is repreſented, as acknowledging the 
infinite majeſty of the Father ; of the true and 
only Son; and of the Holy Ghoſt the Comfort- 
er. After the mention of the whole Trinity by 
their ſeveral names, it directs our praiſes more 
particularly to Chriſt, the king of glory, as the 
everlaſting Son of the Father; the Son incarnate 
of the Virgin; who debaſed himſelf, that he 
might exalt all behevers in him; is now Fated 
at the right hand of God in the glory of the 
Father, which he had before been a partaker of ; 
and will one time come again in that ſame na- 
ture, which he had aſſumed for our ſakes, to 
judge the quick and the dead. Thus divine in 
his nature, thus eminent in his mediatorial rela- 
tion to us, the prayers of the congregation are 
immediately directed to this Redeemer of the 
world for help, that they may be qualified, by 


virtue of his redemption, to be numbered among 
the Saints in glory everlaſting: and for this end 


they join in magnifying him day by day, and 
worſhipping his name ever, world without end; 
that he would vouchſafe to keep them from ſin, 
and have mercy upon them, becauſe they had 
always truſted in him; and now pray, that they 
may not be confounded, by any failure of duty 
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on their part, or of the hopes of God's mercy 
through him. 

Can it be conceived after this, or will any one 
haye the effrontery to ſuggeſt, that no prayers 
were offered up to Jeſus Chriſt by the Chriſtian 
Church in this age? Can a more pious, more 
animated, or more noble inftance of Chriſtian 
devotion be deviſed for the uſe of any church 
in the world, than this; wherein Angels and 
the bleſſed Spirits are. repreſented, as joining with 
us in the moſt ſolemn ſtrains of adoration and 
praiſe to the ever-bleſſed Trinity ? 

But this century is ſo pregnant with proofs of 
the Church's invocating Chriſt, as God, upon 
the moſt ſolemn occaſions, that I muſt add a 
few more: to mention all would be endleſs, — 
Chryſoſtom often refers to the prayer, as one of 
the public prayers of the church, which was 
- purpoſely made for the ſake of the Energumens, 
or perſons who had been poſſeſſed by evil ſpirits, 
when they received the Biſhop's benediction, 
and is perſonally addreſſed to Chriſt, in theſe 
words : © O thou only-begotten God, the Sori of 
the great Father—whoſe truth endures for ever ; 
whom infants praiſe, and ſucklings bleſs, and 
angels celebrate and adore, - Rebuke the evil 
ſpirits, and deliver the works of thy hands from 
the vexation of the adverſe ſpirit : for to thee 
belong glory, honor, and adoration, and by 
thee to thy Father, in the Holy Ghoſt, world 

| | without 
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without end. Amen *.” —I have taken thoſe parts 
of the prayer only, which evince the point in 
hand: the whole may be ſeen in the Conſtitu- 
tions, diſplaying throughout the power and ma- 
jeſty of God the Son. | 

If we examine the uſage of particular church- 
es during this century, or the devotions of pri- 


vate Chriſtians, our inquiries will tend to eſta- 


bliſh ſtill more fully the truth of the practice for 
which we contend. In the beginning of the cen- 
tury a moſt bitter and rigorous perſecution was 
ſet forth by Diocleſian againſt the Chriſtians : they 
were tormented on all fides in the moſt inhu- 
man and barbarous modes of puniſhment: their 
churches were ordered to be pulled down : an 
immenſe number of perſons, without any diſ- 


tinction of rank or ſex, many illuſtriouſly diſ- 


tinguiſhed by their piety and learning, became 
victims of his cruel] edicts, in a manner too 
ſhocking to relate, inſomuch that, as LaFantins, 
who was an eye witneſs of a great deal, ſays, 
e a hundred tongues and the longeſt voice 
would be inſufficient to enumerate the multi- 
tude of martyrs in all parts, or recount the in- 
finite variety of miſeries and torments which 
they endured.” But Euſebius has mentioned one 
inſtance, which 1t may well be thought could 
not haye been exceeded for horror; which is, 


* Conſtit. I. viii, c. 6. & Chryſoſt. Hom, 18, in 2 Cor. 
that 
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that a whole city of Phrygia being met together 
in their church, men, women, and children, ma- 
giſtrates and people (for the whole city was 
Chriſtian), they were ſuddenly inveſted by their 
perſecutors, and barbaroyſly burnt all together in 
the church, as they were at their devotions, and 
calling upon Chriſt the God over all *. I mention 
the ſtory for the ſake of this latter clauſe, to ſhew 
the cuſtomary form of this church, and the ob. 
ject of their divine worſhip. Indeed, Euſebius 
himſelf has made a general reflection upon it in 
another place , That © the higheſt powers on 
earth confeſſed and adored Chriſt, as the true Son 
of the ſupreme God, as the true and very God.” 
And yet it is well known that Euſebius was by no 
means partial to that faith, which he acknow- 
ledges to be univerſally profeſſed : therefore he 
cannot be accounted an unfair witneſs, on this 
ſide of the queſtion. 

The ſame Hiſtorian, giving an account of the 
paſſion of Porphyrius, a martyr of Paleſtine, ſays, 
when he was ſurrounded with the flames, for he 
was burnt alive, after having ſuffered more than 
can be deſcribed without horror, he called ex- 
preſsly upon Jeſus, the Son of God, to be his 
helper. And no ſooner had he uttered thoſe 
words, than he gave up the ghoſt J. 


* Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. I. viii. c. 11. 
T Bed. I. X. c. 4. 
+ Euſeb, de Martyr, Paleſt. c. 11, 
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Ambroſe likewiſe mentions the death of Vitalis 
the martyr, and that he offered up his laſt prayer 
in the ſame ſtrain of piety, © O Lord, Jeſus 
Chriſt, my Saviour and my God, command that 
my ſpirit may be received; for I deſire to ob- 
tain the crown, which thy holy angel hath ſhew- 
ed me *.”—But we, have met with ſo many in- 
ſtances of this kind, even from the days of St. 
Stephen, who ſet the example, to this time, that 
it is needleſs to name more. Baronius will fur- 
niſh any one, who wiſhes to ſearch further in the 
inquiry, with many to the purpoſe, ad. Ann. 303. 

In this fourth century the moſt eminent au- 
thors wrote ſo many homilies and commentaries, 
ſome upon the whole, and others upon various 
parts of the Scripture, that it would be endleſs 
to produce all the illuſtrations and references to 


the ſeparate texts, as I have done in the forego. 


ing ages. Suffice it to ſay, that there is not a 
controverſial paſſage, which is ſtill urged either 
by the Arians or the Socinians, that was not 
produced by the orthodox of that time, as they 
were then called, in confutation of the tenets of 
the adverſe party. 

After ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, for four hun- 
dred years together, all tending to confirm 
the poſition I have undertaken to eſtabliſh, it 
ſeems unneceſſary to go further in the inquiry; 


Ambroſ. Exhort. ad Virgines. t, i. p. 105. 


eſpecially, 
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|! „ eſpecially, as it is meant only to confront the | do 
| bold pretenſions of the Unitarians and Socinians wy 
„ of the preſent time, who preſume to derive their * 
1 33 th 

1 own principles from theſe firſt and pureſt ages 
wy EE - ſer 

14 of the Chriſtian Church; whilſt they would 
4 perſuade their untaught followers, that the be- Wy 
. | lief of Chriſt's divinity, ang, the practice of the 4 
Church, as far as it related to the worſhip of 5 
1 him were all along growing corruptions of the p. 
44 Chriſtian faith.— I do not pretend to ſay, that 5 
N there were no heretics in thoſe days; but 4 
14 this we know from undoubted authority, that 5 
Ri they were reſolutely oppoſed, even unto blood, by - 
| the Catholic Church at large, as it was properly | 
called : and whenever they were diſcovered, un- : 

der their diſguiſes, they were immediately exclud- 
ed from the communion of the faithful. But a 

the truly orthodox, who were ſtyled ſuch from 
their ſtedfaſt belief in Chriſt, and their conſtant | 

worſhip of him, as God, ſuffered as many hard- 
ſhips from their adverſaries of the Arian party, 
as they ever did, or well could, from their heathen | 
perſecutors. Still this is a proof beyond contra- | 
dition, that the body of Chriſtians at large were 


of one mind in this reſpect, although a bold ſchiſ- 
matic now and then aroſe with ſome novel opi-, 
nion to diſturb the peace of the church, 

Such miſchievous attempts, however, werepro- 
ductive of much good. They gave occaſion te 
the framing of many creeds, which 8 the 

doctrines 
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doctrines of the church more fully than they 
would otherwiſe have been explained: for theſe 
were conſidered as the canon or rule of faith, as 
they are ſometimes termed, for the uſe of the 
ſeveral churches, who called themſelves Chriſti- 
ans: and the teſt too, for no age was ever with- 
out a Teſt, by which they examined the princi- 
ciples or qualifications of ſuch as were to be ad- 
mitted into the church, or rejected. For this 
purpoſe, every Biſhop was authorifed at the firſt, 
to form a creed for the ule oi nis own church; 
and to expreſs it in ſuch terms as were beſt ſuit- 
ed to meet with the hereſies that were moſt pre- 
valent at that time or place, and from which he 


apprehended the greateſt danger of apoſtacy. 


Hence it is that we find ſo many different ways 
of expreſſing the ſame rule of faith, and the num- 
ber of articles occaſionally increaſed. 

It is no improbable opinion of Eraſmus and 
Voſfius, two very able critics, that the moſt an- 
cient creeds went no further, than the form of 
baptiſm, viz. to believe in the Father, Son, and 


Holy. Ghoſt; but that the other articles were 


added at different times, as the hereſies which 
ſprung up in the church gave occaſion *.—-It is 
certain they were deſigned for the inſtruction of 
catechumens before baptiſm: for unleſs they 


* Vid. Eraſm. ad Ccyf, Paris. tit. ii. & Voſl, de Symbol, 
Diſſ. i. n. 38. J 


would 
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9 would make this confeſſion of their faith in the 

; 5 face of the church, after their converſion, their f 
1 baptiſm was rejected, by the Council of Artes, K 
oh and afterwards by that of Nice: ſuch was the de- : 
bi cree of the Council, © If they do not anſwer to b 
4 | this doctrine of the Trinity, let them not be bap- e 
pl. tized *. We are told, that the baptiſm of the \ 
iN | Marcionites was rejected by the Eaſtern Church, t 
4 | _ becauſe they held heterodox notions concern- r 
3h ing the Trinity, 0 
4 i Agreeably to this determination of the Catho- i 
TY lic Church, it was, that Atbanaſius, in his writings 

14 looked upon all heretics of this kind as totally ex- 

1 cluded from the ſaving benefits of the Chriſtian 


lowed ſo much as the name of Chriſtians. Nor is 
he ſingular in this. Lactantius ſays, that the 


˖ 

1 

faith: even becauſe they were not in his time al- E 4 
3 

x 

Arians are no Chriſtians : Hilary ſays the ſame : = 


, and accordingly, the Emperor Conſtantine there- ST I 

14 fore enacted a law to this purpoſe, that the Arians x 

: ſhould not be called Chriſtians, but Porphyrians, G7 

as reſembling that infamous blaſphemer of Chriſt, 1 

, whoſe work againſt the Chriſtians, full of viru- b 

0 ü lence, rather than of argument, was publicly 1 

14 burat by his imperial edict ] . Teodoſaus the E 1 

. * Vid. Cyprian. Ep. lxxiii. Tertul. de Baptiſm. c. vi. & * 

i Baſil. Ep. Canon. xlvii. | 1 

: + LaCtant. Inſtit. I. iv. c. 3. ; t 
: 1 Hail. ad Inſt. 1, i. p- 98. | 


[| Conſtant, Imp. Ep. ad Epiſc, ap, Socrat. 1. i. e. 9. 
4 . younger 
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younger, in after- times, made another law to the 
ſame purpoſe againſt NMæſtorius and his followers, 
that they ſhould not abuſe the name of Chriſtian, 
but be called Simonians, after the name of the 
arch-heretic Simon Magus, becauſe they corrupted 
the common faith, and denied the Lord, by 
whoſe name they were called“ .“ The doctrine 
then of the Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Tri- 
nity, which is the ſubſtance of the Athanaſian 
creed, is the baptiſmal faith : and that certainly 
is neceſſary to ſalvation, if any faith be. 

The damnatory clauſes, as they are called, of 
the Athanaſian creed have given more real, or 
pretended offence to the enemies of the catholic 
faith, than any other writing of antiquity, but if 
they would interpret them in the ſame ſpirit of 
moderation with which they were penned, per- 
haps the offence might be done away. The creed 
is to be conſidered, as no more than the catholic 
doctrine of the Trinity, guarded againſt the ſeve- 
ral hereſies which it was calculated to oppoſe in 
its ſeveral parts. This doctrine, as it was taught 
by the church, was the chief term of church com- 
munion, as it had always been of admiſſion into it. 
Now it was a common ſaying among the primitive 
writers of that age, Extra Eccleſiam nulla ſalus : 
There is no ſalvation out of the pale of the church: 
that is, unleſs they made a formal recantation of 


* Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. v. de Heretic. c. Ixvi. & vid. 


Concil. Sardic. Ep. Synod. ap. Theod. I. ii. c. 8. 
their 
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their heretical principles : from whence it fol- 
lowed in their ideas, that the fundamental doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and the church, as well as 
religion of Chriſt, muſt ſtand or fall together: 
and therefore the belief of the catholic faith thus 
underſtood was adjudged as neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, as it was to be a Chriſtian. This is exactly 
what tlie Scripture has told us from the mouth 
of Chriſt himſelf : He that believeth and is bap- 
tized, in my name, ſhall be ſaved: but he that 
believeth not, ſhall be damned. And it is no more, 
with all its ſeeming ſeverity, than what John the 
Bapriſt had before delivered to his diſciples, He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlaſting life, or 
has a ſure title to it; and he that believeth not 
the Son, ſhall not ſee light, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him, and will bring him to final con- 
demnation: or, as both our Saviour and the 
Baptiſt mean, he ſhall be condemned, as an 
Apoſtate, by God's righteous judgment, to ever- 
laſting puniſhment. 

Upon this ground it is, that in every ancient 
creed, tranſmitted down to us, of which there 
are many upon record, we find an anathe- 
ma conſtantly denounced againſt thoſe who diſ- 
ſented from the principal articles of it, becauſe 
they were the eſſential articles of Chriſtianity it- 
ſelf. But this anathema, which ſounds fo harſh 
to us, at this diſtance, is explained by the canon 
of the Council of Gaagra, a city in Ala Minor, 

| | | which 
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which was held, moſt probably, ſo early as A. D. 
324, or at the lateſt date, in A. D. 340, to mean 
no more than an excommunication from the ſo- 
ciety of the catholic church : for ſo ſays the ca- 
non xix. Let him be anathema, that is, de- 
clared excommunicate, or cut off from the 
church.” It muſt be allowed, however, that this 
was ſuppoſed to imply, that as they denied the 
covenant of grace, by denying its author, they 
would be ſhut out from the benefits of the cove- 
nant, and therefore had nothing to truſt to, for 

their future ſecurity, but uncovenanted mercy. 
Baptiſm 1s the appointed rite, by which ad- 
miſſion is gained into that covenant ; but that 
baptiſm was reckoned unavailable, which was 
not adminiſtered according to the preſcribed form, 
and with the requiſite confeſſion of the true faith, 
which that form declared: and therefore if this 
faith was neceſſary to baptiſm, which alone puts 
us into a ſtate of ſalvation, then may it well be 
ſaid to be likewiſe neceſſary to be believed for 
ſalvation. For in ſaying, as Cyprian does, © that 
He cannot be made the Temple of God (as we 
all are by baptiſm) who denies Chriſt to be God,” 
he ſays, in effect, that ſuch an one cannot be 
ſaved. And indeed Trenzas, before him, excluded 
all who denied Chriſt's divinity, from church 
communion, and from a ſtate of grace and ſalva- 
tion upon that ſcore, © For,” ſays he, © how 
1 can 
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can they be ſaved, unleſs it was God who 
wrought their ſalvation upon earth ? The ſpiritual 
man therefore will paſs judgment upon the Ebio- 
nites, whoſe fundamental error was this *,” - 
prian has further ſaid, © that falvation depended 
upon this article of the Chriſtian faith.“ From 
all which we cannot but conclude, that this an- 
cient creed ſpoke no other language than that of 
the former times; and when underſtood accord- 
ing to the received ſenſe of that language, it con- 
veys nothing but what every Chriſtian, without the 
hazard of forfeiting his charity, may repeat. 

I do not mean to enter into the controverſy 
about the author or age of this primitive creed : 
whether it was Athanaſius himſelf), as our excellent 
Hooker ſuppoſes, or Vigilius Tapſenſis, as Dr. Wa- 
terland imagines: but it appears to me that the 
diſpute might eaſily have been ſettled, and the 
point determined at once, if they would but have 
relied upon the authority of Gregory Nazianzen, 
a Biſhop of high repute in this very century, and 
therefore moſt likely to know ; who mentions it, 
«as a royal gift,“ and expreſsly tells us, “ that 
Athanefius preſented it to the Emperor Jovinian; 
and that it was received in his time, both by the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern churches, as a treaſure of in- 
eſtimable priceF.” It muſt be confeſſed, however, 


e. Co 33. al. 53. 
Greg. Nazian, in laud. Athan, Orat. xxi. 


that 
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that it is not to be found intire in his writings, 
exactly in ſo many words: but in ſubſtance it is, 


in many parts. 

If we are inclined to trace the hiſtory of 
creeds up to their origin, we muſt go back to the 
time of the Apoſtles themſelves. For when they 
ſeparated from each other at Jeruſalem, upon their 
reſpective miſſions, it is moſt probable that they 
ſettled ſome rale of faith for their future preach- 
ing, as a common ſtandard ; leſt they ſhould be 
ſuſpected of expounding different doQtrines to 
their Chriſtian converts in different places: for 
Philip's converſation with the eunuch, in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, implies thus much ; and the prac- 
tice of the church, in the ſucceeding ages, in not 
admitting any to baptiſm who would not anſwer 
to ſome previous interrogatories, ſhews it to be 
derived from the practice of the Apoſtles. In 
this ſenſe the creed, which goes under their name, 
may properly enough be called apoſtolical; for- 
aſmuch as it is perfectly conſonant to their doc- 
trine, and fully contained the ſubſtance of it. 

For whether we believe that the Apoſtle's creed 
was compoſed by them, or not, yet it is certain 
that they had a ſummary, or rule of faith, drawn 
up for their uſe, which was committed to ſuch 
perſons as were appointed to the ſacred offices of 
the Church, and was to be delivered by them in 
charge, as a holy depoſitum, to their ſucceſſors in 
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the miniſtry ; that there might be an uniformity 
preſerved in what they taught, and that none of 
the fundamental articles of the Chriſtian faith 
might be diſguiſed or perverted by its own pro- 
feſſors. This was that form of ſound words, 
which St. Paul commanded Timothy to commit 
to faithful men, who might be inſtructed by ſuch a 
formulary to teach others alſo, 2 Tim. ch. ii. v. 2. 
This he elſewhere calls the form of doctrine that 
was delivered, Rom. vi. 17. and St. Jude, that 
depoſit of faith, which was once delivered to the 
ſaints, Jud. iii.; underſtanding by the word 
once, as many commentators have, that ſtandard 
of faith, by which they had uniformly conducted 
their preaching from the very firſt, and which 
they commanded to be kept ſo entire and uncor- 
rupt, that nothing eſſential might be added to it, 
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or taken from it. 
That this practice of the Apoſtles continued 


in uſe among their immediate ſucceſſors, there is 
no doubt; for in Ignatius's Epiſtle to the Magne- 
ſians, if that part of it be his (Bp. Pearſon and 
Cotelerius indeed thought it to be interpolated, 
others not), the ſubſtance of the Chriſtian faith is 
well collected together, as it were into a ſyſtem, 
which might be called his creed. After men- 
tioning the miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt, he adds, 
ce who was begotten of the Father before all 
ages, God the Word, the only begotten Son, and 

remains 
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remains the ſame to the end of all ages. For of 
his kingdom there ſhall be no end, ſays the pro- 
phet Daniel“: and again, © who was begotten 
of the Father before all ages, and afterwards born 
of the Virgin Mary, without the converſe of men; 
who ſuffered and bore the croſs under Pontius 
Pilate, and king Herod; was dead and roſe 
again; aſcended into the heavens to him by 
whom he was ſent, and ſitteth at his right hand; 
and ſhall come again at the end of the world with 
his Father's glory, to judge the quick and the 
dead, and to render to every one according to 
his works. He who ſhall fully know and believe 
theſe things is happy :“ implying the reverſe 
if he believe them not. 

But if this Epiſtle muſt be looked upon as 
ſpurious, which is far from being certain, we 
may conſult that to the Epheſians, publiſhed by 
Taac Voſſius himſelf, and acknowledged by all to 
be genuine, In this too he delivers the ſame 
apoſtolical faith, as if it were his creed: © for 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was conceived of Mary, 


according to the diſpenſation of God, of the ſeed © 


of David indeed, but by the Holy Ghoſt :” and 


to ſhew that he meant this, as the form of Prey 
doctrine, he adds an anathema againſt the cor- 


* Tgnat. Ep. ad Magneſ. Ed. Cotel. c. vi. 
F Id. c. xi. 
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rupters of this faith, no leſs ſevere than what 
every ſubſequent creed of the chureh has de- 
nounced againſt the heretical opponents : © Who- 
ſoever ſhall corrupt this doctrine, ſhall be caſt into 
the fire that never ſhall be quenched*.”” But 
he had cautioned them againſt the wiles of ſuch 
dangerous ſeducers a little before, by a declara- 
tion of the ſame kind of doctrine, which is like- 
wiſe the ſummary of his faith: © There is one 
phyſician, carnal and ſpiritual, begotten and un- 
begotten ; or, made and not made; God ſub- 
ſiſting in man; the true life in death; both of 
Mary and of God; paſſible and impaſſible ; Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord +.” What could better 
expreſs his divine and human nature ? Perfe& 


God, and perfect man. 


It is true, that theſe are not perfect formula- 
ries of the Chriſtian faith; but they evidently ap- 
pear to be fragments of it, ſo expreſſed, as if 
they referred to ſome more complete forms, 
which might be well known and received among 
them, though they are loſt to us. In the Epiſ- 
tle, however, to the Philadelphians (though Core- 
lerius would fain account this to be interpolat- 
ed too), there is a more explicit form, in which 
they are exhorted to perſcvere in the unity of the 


* Ipnat Ep. ad Epheſ. c. xviii. 
＋ Id. ad Epheſ. c. vii. 


faith, 
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faith, by this argument: © becauſe there is one 
unbegotten, God the Father, and one only be- 
gotten ſon, God the Word, and Man; and one 1 
Comforter, the Spirit of Truth: there is alſo one 4 l 
faith, and one baptiſm, and one church, which f 
the holy Apoſtles founded by their pains and la— 8 

1 bors in the blood of Chriſt, from one end of the f 
g earth to the other *.“ 
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Some have thought that they have diſcovered at ; 
a creed in Polycarp, and others in Juſtin Martyr: | | 
: but as this does not ſufficiently appear, I ſhall ii} 
paſs on to Polycarp's diſciple [reneus, who has 15 
undoubtedly left us a rule of faith, or, as he calls | b N 
it himſelf, an unalterable canon, which every man 75 
received at his baptiſm, and which was then 0 
preached and taught throughout all the churchesf, 1 
Tertullian likewiſe, towards the end of the 4 
ſame Century, refers us in one place to a Sym- [7 
bol, which was uſed in his time by the African NF 
church ; and in another place he has preſerved 12x 
the fragments of a creed, in another form, but 4 
not unlike what he had recited before ||. 177 
: When Origen collects the Chriſtian doctrine li 
] into one form, he ſays of this rule of faith, that f 
* Ignat. Ep. ad Philadelph. c. iv. 17 
+ Iren. I. i. e. 1. e, 19% & BU. HG 46 85 
4 Tertul. lib. de velandis Virg. ad init. 17 
| Id, de Præſcript. Hæret. c. xiii. i 
14 it | 
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120 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


* 


it was manifeſtly handed down to that time by 
the apoſtolical preaching “. — The very ancient 
author of the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, who- 
ever he was, preſcribes a form to be recited by 
every perſon who was to be baptized, which 
agrees in almoſt every article with the creeds of 


the Eaſtern and Weſtern churches ; and enjoins 


it as an indiſpenſible qualification for the anoint- 


ing with oil, which was one ceremony of admiſſion 


into the primitive churchf.— Gregory Nyſſen, in 
his life of Gregory Biſhop of Neocæſarea, ſurnam- 
ed Thaumaturgus, has recorded a creed, which he 
is there ſaid to have received at his entrance on 
his miniſtry : or, as others imagine, which he 
compoſed for the uſe of his own church ||; and 
was accordingly preſerved in that church at the 
time when Gregory Nyſſen wrote his life: ad- 
ding this circumſtance, in order. to heighten its 
authority, that © it was revealed to him from 


Heaven.” 


But beſides theſe, and many other creeds, or 


ſcattered remains of them, to be met with in the 


primitive writers of the church, there are till 
more perfect forms, to be found in the records of 


* Origen. T:p; «pxor. Præf. 

+ Conſt. Apoſt. I. vu. c. 41. 

Greg. Nyſſ. in vit. Greg. t. ii. p. 978. 

|| Greg, Neve. Op. publiſhed by Voſſcius of Tongra, p. i. 
thoſe 
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thoſe ages, which were looked upon as public 1 
N creeds, and accordingly bore the names of the N 
churches which uſed them, as derived in ſub- | 79 
: ſtance, though not in expreſſion (for there was tis ; 
a adiverſity in this, though the faith was exactly 50 
7 the ſame), from apoſtolical authority. Such wa 
; were the creeds of the church of Jeruſalem, of 771 
| Alexandria, Antioch, and Rome, till we come to 15 
| thoſe which were eſtabliſhed by general Coun- | 


cils, as the Nicene, and the Conſtantinopolitan, 


j which was indeed the Nicene, enlarged with the ; 1 
1 addition of ſuch articles as were always uſed by 15 
: the church, in the interrogatories which were put 11 
ö to the Catechumens before baptiſm, or before they 0 | 
nere initiated into the Chriſtian myſteries : in all E 
which, as Dr. Clarke himſelf confeſſes, “ there 1 
appears an uniformity in all the Chriſtian church- 1 
es, Greek and Latin, for the firſt three Centu- | of 

ries ®.” 1 

We may conclude then, upon recapitulating | 10 

the whole, that the Apoſtles Creed, as it is called, [7 

was of great antiquity, if not derived, for the {42 

: moſt part, from the days of the Apoſtles them- 135 

: ſelves: for moſt of its articles are rehearſed in 


the Epiſtles of Ignatius, who lived with ſeveral 
of them; and the whole form, as it now ſtands 


in our Liturgy, is to be found in the works of 5 
St. Ambroſe, and Ruffinus, who both flouriſhed in a 
the fourth Century. 5 | 
The 7 
* Script, Doctr. | 
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The Nicene Creed is ſo called, becauſe it is + 
paraphraſe of that creed, which the Fathers, aſ- 
ſembled at the firſt General Council of Nice, 
A. D. 325, drew up for the uſe of the catholic 
church, containing the primary articles of Chriſ- 
tian belief: but it was put into the preſent form 
by the ſecond General Council, held at Conſtanti- 
nople, A. D. 381. It more largely condemns all 
hereſies, at that time ſprung up in the church, 
than the Apoſtles creed: and more particularly 
eſtabliſhes that fundamental doctrine of the Ho- 
moouſion, or co-eſſentiality of God the Father, and 
God the Son. | 

The Atbanaſian Creed contains the ſum and 
ſubſtance of all orthodox divinity, the doctrines 
of the Trinity, and incarnation of Jeſus Chrift 
guarded againſt the innovation of ſchiſmatics 
and heretics; together. with the myſterious union 
of Godhead and Manhood, illuſtrated by the no 
leſs myſterious union of the ſoul and. body, which 
none but the materialiſt can deny : all the reſt 
is only an occaſional enlargement of theſe funda- 
mental articles; and therefore he who believes 
theſe, virtually believes every other ſentence of 
this creed, which was added only to illuſtrate and 
ſecure the truth of theſe main points. Theſe are 
the articles, which are declared to be neceſſary to 
ſalvation; and the Scripture has declared the 


ſame; for the whole fabric of Chriſtianity reſts 
upon 
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upon them : but it does not follow from 
hence, that the belief of every tittle in the 


creed, however true, and received by our- 


ſelves as ſuch, 1s therefore the neceſſary con- 
dition of the ſalvation of others, Surely then 
none need be. offended at the public repeti- 
tion of it in our churches; for it condemns 
none but thoſe who will not believe and be 
ſaved. | 

The great reformer Luther has expreſſed his 


opinion of this creed in ſtrong terms: © Ir is, 
he ſays, a firm bulwark to the creed of the Apoſ- 


tles, and an excellent preſervative againſt thoſe 


bold and impious wretches, who are not aſham- 
ed to make a jeſt of a Trinity in Unity, and to 
ridicule the incarnation of the only Son of God, 


two great and fundamental points, which this 


moſt holy and accurate ſyſtem in ſome meaſure 
endeavours to illuſtrate, and with great ſolidity 
maintains *,” 


At the ſame time let it be remembered, as a 
later eminent divine of our own church obſerves, 
that © it does not pretend to explain how there 
are three perſons, each of which is God, and yet 
but one God; but only aſſerts the thing, that 
thus it is, and thus it muſt be, if we believe a 
Trinity in Unity; for the Athanaſian creed, as 


* Luther, de Tribus Symbolis. 
far 
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far as it relates to this matter, is only a more par- 
ticular explication of the Homooufion, adopted by 
the Nicene fathers ; or in what ſenſe the Son is of 1 
the ſame nature with the Father, and one God J 
with him T.“ 
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* Sherlock's Vindication, p. 14. 
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